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Foreword

As my Presidency entered its final year and we took stock of the progress we had made in the last
seven, it was clear that, thanks to the hard work, sacrifice, and perseverance of the American people,
we were stronger, more prosperous, and more respected as a country than we were when I took office.

We began the year during the longest streak of private-sector job creation in history: More than 14
million new jobs had been created, and we had seen the strongest two years of job growth since before
the turn of the 21st century. In 2015, the poverty rate had fallen at its fastest rate in nearly half a
century and the median household income grew at the fastest rate on record. Our auto industry had its
best year ever, posting record sales levels—a testament to our early actions to rescue the iconic
American industry. And all of this was accomplished while cutting our deficits by almost three-quarters
as a share of the economy and ensuring health care coverage for nearly 18 million more people through
the Affordable Care Act.

In February, I traveled to Springfield, Illinois—the Land of Lincoln—to address the Illinois
General Assembly and discuss ways we can work together to build a better politics, one that reflects
what is best in America and that recognizes that the work of self-government rests on our ability to
respect one another as fellow citizens. The deep polarization between our political parties is not an
abstraction: it has a real impact on how, and even whether, our democracy functions. Just days after
this trip,
influence, and a vacancy on our Nation’s highest bench. After an exhaustive process, I fulfilled my
Constitutional responsibility by nominating Chief Judge Merrick Brian Garland of the D.C. Circuit to
fill the seat. Unfortunately, Senate Republicans failed to fulfill theirs by refusing to hold even a single
hearing—let alone an up or down vote—on Judge Garland, whom Senate Republicans had previously
lauded as uniquely qualified to serve on the Supreme Court and had praised repeatedly when he was
confirmed to the D.C. Circuit. This unprecedented abdication of responsibility by the Senate damaged
faith in our justice system and appealed to the same partisan politics I spoke out against in Springfield.

This corrosive attitude that exists in our politics and across too many levels of our government—
including the idea that less government is the highest good, no matter what—also resulted in the
failure of a basic service for the residents of Flint, Michigan: access to clean, safe drinking water. After
elevated levels of lead were revealed to be present in the city’s water supply, I issued an emergency
declaration, authorizing the Federal Government to coordinate disaster relief efforts and provide
appropriate aid and assistance. And I saw firsthand when I traveled to Flint, the inherent good and
compassion of the American people—countless citizens from across our Nation lending their time,
money, and energy to see this indefensible crisis resolved—helped Flint through this tremendously
difficult time.

During my final State of the Union Address at the beginning of the year, I announced a new
national effort, led by Vice President Joe Biden, to cure cancer. The White House Cancer Moonshot
Task Force aims to accelerate our progress in this fight by putting our Nation on a path to achieving a
decade’s worth of advances in just five years—brmgmg together patients, philanthropies, private
industry, and the medical and scientific communities, all in an effort to end this devastating disease.
For the loved ones we've lost, and for the families we can still save, this Task Force is working to make
America the country that cures cancer once and for all.

Over the summer, the Pentagon announced the lifting of a ban on transgender individuals serving
in the military, ensuring all those who want to step forward to defend America’s promise know no
unnecessary barriers to doing so. And in celebration of all we’ve achieved in the fight for LGBT rights,
and in honor of those who sacrificed so much to get us to this point, I designated the first of our
Nation’s monuments to tell the story of the LGBT community—in all of its struggle and all of its hope.
Situated at the historic Stonewall Inn, the Stonewall National Monument enshrines the legacy of a
movement that ultimately became an integral part of America. Of course, LGBT Americans still face
too much discrimination and hate. This reality tragically manifested itself in the most deadly shooting




in American history, when a gunman took the lives of 49 people at the Pulse Nightclub in Orlando—a
place that had long served as a safe haven for LGBT people to be who they truly are. We grieved this
brutality as one people and resolved to let no act of hate or terror change us or the values that make us
Americans.

Our Nation continued to do everything possible to confront the threat posed by ISIL, making
significant progress. The terrorist organization found itself under more pressure than ever, losing key
leaders and losing ground in Syria and Iraq. And our intelligence community assessed that the ranks of
ISIL fighters had been reduced to the lowest levels in more than two and a half years. Despite our
advances, however, the scourge of terrorism found its way to the streets of Belgium in an outrageous
attack against innocent people. The United States stood strong to support our friend and ally and
reaffirmed the need for the world to unite—regardless of nationality or race or faith—to ensure the
safety and security of people across the globe.

We also witnessed extraordinary change abroad—change rooted in a spirit of reconciliation and
renewal. In March, I became the first sitting President in nearly 90 years to visit Cuba, just over a year
after we announced a process to normalize relations between our two countries. This visit marked the
burying of the last remnant of the Cold War in the Americas and the extension of a hand of friendship
to the Cuban people—building upon the actions we had already taken to expand commercial ties,
restore direct flights and mail service, and reestablish diplomatic relations and open embassies. On the
other side of the world and two months later, I visited the Hiroshima Peace Memorial in Hiroshima,
Japan. Offering an opportunity to mourn those who had lost their lives in the bombing during World
War II and to reaffirm our shared responsibility to prevent such suffering from happening again, my
trip to Hiroshima was an important reminder that the friendship between the United States and Japan
has won far more for our people than we could ever claim through war. In Europe, the United
Kingdom voted on and approved a referendum to separate from the European Union—a decision that
we respected and that will not diminish our relationship with either. And on Earth Day, the United
States joined China and countries from around the world to sign the historic Paris Agreement.

In reflecting on the first half of the final year of my Presidency, and in looking ahead to the final
months of my Administration, my faith in the American people remained unwavering Great
challenges and extraordinary opportunities were to follow, and I knew that as long as we stayed true to
our ideals and maintained faith in one another, our successes would continue.
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Preface

This book contains the papers and speeches of the President of the United States that were
issued by the Office of the Press Secretary during the period January 1-June 30, 2016. The
material has been compiled and published by the Office of the Federal Register, National
Archives and Records Administration.

The material is presented in chronological order, and the dates shown in the headings are the
dates of the documents or events. In instances when the release date differs from the date of the
document itself, that fact is shown in the textnote. Every effort has been made to ensure
accuracy: Remarks are checked against an audio recording, and signed documents are checked
against the original. Textnotes and cross references have been provided by the editors for
purposes of identification or clarity. Speeches were delivered in Washington, DC, unless
otherwise indicated. The times noted are local times. All materials that are printed in full text in
the book have been indexed in the subject and name indexes and listed in the document
categories list.

The Public Papers of the Presidents series was begun in 1957 in response to a
recommendation of the National Historical Publications Commission. An extensive compilation
of messages and papers of the Presidents covering the period 1789 to 1897 was assembled by
James D. Richardson and published under congressional authority between 1896 and 1899. Since
then, various private compilations have been issued, but there was no uniform publication
comparable to the Congressional Record or the United States Supreme Court Reports. Many
Presidential papers could be found only in the form of mimeographed White House releases or
as reported in the press. The Commission therefore recommended the establishment of an
official series in which Presidential writings, addresses, and remarks of a public nature could be
made available.

The Commission’s recommendation was incorporated in regulations of the Administrative
Committee of the Federal Register, issued under section 6 of the Federal Register Act (44 U.S.C.
1506), which may be found in title 1, part 10, of the Code of Federal Regulations.

A companion publication to the Public Papers series, the Weekly Compilation of Presidential
Documents, was begun in 1965 to provide a broader range of Presidential materials on a more
timely basis to meet the needs of the contemporary reader. Beginning with the administration of
Jimmy Carter, the Public Papers series expanded its coverage to include additional material as
printed in the Weekly Compilation. On January 20, 2009, the printed Weekly Compilation of
Presidential Documents was superseded by the online Daily Compilation of Presidential
Documents. The Daily Compilation provides a listing of the President’s daily schedule and
meetings, when announced, and other items of general interest issued by the Office of the Press
Secretary.

Also included in the printed edition are lists of the President’s nominations submitted to the
Senate, materials released by the Office of the Press Secretary that are not printed in full text in
the book, and proclamations, Executive orders, and other Presidential documents released by the
Office of the Press Secretary and published in the Federal Register. This information appears in
the appendixes at the end of the book.

Volumes covering the administrations of Presidents Herbert Hoover, Harry S. Truman,
Dwight D. Eisenhower, John F. Kennedy, Lyndon B. Johnson, Richard Nixon, Gerald R. Ford,
Jimmy Carter, Ronald Reagan, George H.W. Bush, William J. Clinton, and George W. Bush are
also included in the Public Papers series.

The Public Papers of the Presidents publication program is under the direction of John
Hyrum Martinez, Director of the Publications and Services Division, Office of the Federal
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Register. The series is produced by the Presidential and Legislative Publications Unit, Kimberly
Tilliman, Supervisor. The Chief Editor of this book was Joseph K. Vetter; the Managing Editor
was Joshua H. Liberatore, assisted by Amelia E. Otovo.

The frontispiece and photographs used in the portfolio were supplied by the White House
Photo Office. The typography and design of the book were developed by the Government
Publishing Office under the direction of Hugh N. Halpern, Director.

Oliver A. Potts
Director of the Federal Register

David S. Ferriero
Archivist of the United States
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The President’s Weekly Address
January 1, 2016

Happy New Year, everybody. I am fired up
for the year that stretches out before us. And
that’s because of what we’ve accomplished to-
gether over the past 7 years.

Seven years ago, our businesses were losing
800,000 jobs a month. They've now created
jobs for 69 straight months, driving the unem-
ployment rate from a high of 10 percent down
to 5 percent.

Seven years ago, too many Americans went
without health insurance. We’ve now covered
more than 17 million people, dropping the rate
of the uninsured below 10 percent for the very
first time.

Seven years ago, we were addicted to for-
eign oil. Now our oil imports have plummeted,
our clean energy industry is booming, and
America is a global leader in the fight against
climate change.

Seven years ago, there were only two States
in America with marriage equality. And now
there are 50.

All of this progress is because of you. And
we've got so much more to do. So my New
Year’s resolution is to move forward on our un-
finished business as much as I can. And I'll be
more f{requently asking for your help. That’s
what this American project is all about.

That’s especially true for one piece of unfin-
ished business: our epidemic of gun violence.

Last month, we remembered the third anni-
versary of Newtown. This Friday, I'll be think-
ing about my friend Gabby Giffords, 5 years in-
to her recovery from the shooting in Tucson.
And all across America, survivors of gun vio-
lence and those who lost a child or a parent or
a spouse to gun violence are forced to mark
such awful anniversaries every single day.

And yet Congress still hasn’t done anything
to prevent what happened to them from hap-
pening to other families. Three years ago, a bi-
partisan, commonsense bill would have re-
quired background checks for virtually every-
one who buys a gun. Keep in mind, this is a pol-

icy that is supported by some 90 percent of the
American people. It was supported by a majori-
ty of NRA households. But the gun lobby mobi-
lized against it, and the Senate blocked it.

Since then, tens of thousands of our fellow
Americans have been mowed down by gun vio-
lence. Tens of thousands. Each time, we're
told that commonsense reforms like back-
ground checks might not have stopped the last
massacre or the one before that, so we
shouldn’t do anything.

We know we can’t stop every act of violence.
But what if we tried to stop even one? What if
Congress did something—anything—to pro-
tect our kids from gun violence?

A few months ago, I directed my team at the
White House to look into any new actions I can
take to help reduce gun violence. And on Mon-
day, I'll meet with our Attorney General, Lo-
retta Lynch, to discuss our options. Because I
get too many letters from parents and teachers
and kids to sit around and do nothing. I get let-
ters from responsible gun owners who grieve
with us every time these tragedies happen,
who share my belief that the Second Amend-
ment guarantees a right to bear arms, and who
share my belief we can protect that right while
keeping an irresponsible, dangerous few from
inflicting harm on a massive scale.

So I know there are a bunch of us who care
about this. If you are one of them, I need your
help.

Change, as always, is going to take all of us.
The gun lobby is loud and well organized in its
defense of effortlessly available guns for any-
one. The rest of us are going to have to be just
as passionate and well organized in our defense
of our kids. That’s the work of citizenship: to
stand up and fight for the change that we seek.
I hope you'll join me in making America safer
for all of our children.

Thanks, everybody.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 4:35 p.m. on December 17, 2015, in the
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Roosevelt Room at the White House for
broadcast on January 1. In the address, the
President referred to former Rep. Gabrielle D.

Giffords. The Office of the Press Secretary also
released a Spanish language transcript of this
address.

Remarks Following a Meeting on Gun Violence

January 4, 2016

Well, happy New Year, everybody. Before
the new year, I mentioned that I had given the
charge to my Attorney General, FBI Director,
Deputy Director at the ATF, and personnel in
my White House to work together to see what
more we could do to prevent the scourge of
gun violence in this country.

I think everybody here is all too familiar
with the statistics. We have tens of thousands
of people every single year who are killed by
guns. We have suicides that are committed by
firearms at a rate that far exceeds other coun-
tries. We have a frequency of mass shootings
that far exceeds other countries in frequency.

And although it is my strong belief that for
us to get our complete arm around the prob-
lem Congress needs to act, what I asked my
team to do is to see what more we could do to
strengthen our enforcement and prevent guns
from falling into the wrong hands, to make
sure that criminals, people who are mentally
unstable, those who could pose a danger to
themselves or others are less likely to get a
gun.

And I've just received back a report from At-
torney General Lynch, Director Comey, as well
as Deputy Director Brandon about some of the
ideas and initiatives that they think can make a
difference. And the good news is, is that these
are not only recommendations that are well
within my legal authority and the executive
branch, but theyre also ones that the over-
whelming majority of the American people, in-
cluding gun owners, support and believe in.

So, over the next several days, we’ll be roll-
ing out these initiatives. We'll be making sure
that people have a very clear understanding of

what can make a difference and what we can
do. And although we have to be very clear that
this is not going to solve every violent crime in
this country, it’s not going to prevent every
mass shooting, it’s not going to keep every gun
out of the hands of a criminal, it will potentially
save lives in this country and spare families the
pain and the extraordinary loss that they’ve suf-
fered as a consequence of a firearm being in
the hands of the wrong people.

I'm also confident that the recommenda-
tions that are being made by my team here are
ones that are entirely consistent with the Sec-
ond Amendment and people’s lawful right to
bear arms. And we’ve been very careful recog-
nizing that, although we have a strong tradition
of gun ownership in this country, that even
those who possess firearms for hunting, for
self-protection, and for other legitimate rea-
sons want to make sure that the wrong people
don’t have them for the wrong reasons.

So I want to say how much I appreciate the
outstanding work that the team has done.
Many of them worked over the holidays to get
this set of recommendations to me. And I'm
looking forward to speaking to the American
people over the next several days in more de-
tail about them. Okay?

Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:42 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Thomas E. Brandon,
Acting Director, Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms, and Explosives. The related memo-
randum on promoting smart-gun technology is
listed in Appendix D at the end of this volume.
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Statement on Representative James A. McDermott’s Decision Not To Seek

Reelection
January 4, 2016

For more than 40 years, Jim McDermott has
worked tirelessly on behalf of the people of
Washington State. As a State legislator, he
helped pass laws that offered healthcare to un-
employed and low-income Washingtonians,
the first such program in the Nation. In the
United States Congress, he continued to be a

Remarks on Gun Violence
January 5, 2016

The President. Thank you. Thank you, ev-
erybody. Please have a seat. Thank you. Thank
you so much.

Mark, I want to thank you for your introduc-
tion. I still remember the first time we met and
the time we spent together and the conversa-
tion we had about Daniel. And that changed
me that day. And my hope, earnestly, has been
that it would change the country.

Five years ago this week, a sitting Member
of Congress and 18 others were shot at, at a su-
permarket in Tucson, Arizona. It wasn’t the
first time I had to talk to the Nation in re-
sponse to a mass shooting, nor would it be the
last. Fort Hood. Binghamton. Aurora. Oak
Creek. Newtown. The Navy Yard. Santa Bar-
bara. Charleston. San Bernardino. Too many.

Audience member. Too many.

Audience member. Too many.

Audience member. Too many.

The President. Now, thanks to a great medi-
cal team and the love of her husband Mark, my
dear friend and colleague, Gabby Giffords, sur-
vived. She’s here with us today with her won-
derful mom. Thanks to a great medical team,
her wonderful husband Mark, who, by the way,
the last time I met with Mark—this is just a
small aside—you may know Mark’s twin broth-
er is in outer space. [Laughter] He came to the
office, and I said, “How often are you talking to
him?” And he says, “Well, I usually talk to him
every day, but the call was coming in right be-
fore the meeting so I think I may have not an-

much-needed voice for his most vulnerable
constituents. Across America, you'll find fami-
lies that are better off because Jim McDermott
was fighting for them. I'm grateful for Jim’s
service, and Michelle and I wish him all the
best in whatever the future holds.

swered his call”—[laughter]—which made me
feel kind of bad. [Laughter] That’s a long-dis-
tance call. [Laughter] So I told him if his broth-
er Scott is calling today, that he should take it.
[Laughter] Turn the ringer on. [Laughter]

I was there with Gabby when she was still in
the hospital, and we didn’t think necessarily at
that point that she was going to survive. And
that visit right before a memorial—about an
hour later Gabby first opened her eyes. And I
remember talking to mom about that. [Laugh-
ter] But I know the pain that she and her fami-
ly have endured these past 5 years and the re-
habilitation and the work and the effort to re-
cover from shattering injuries.

And then, I think of all the Americans who
aren’t as fortunate. Every single year, more
than 30,000 Americans have their lives cut
short by guns—30,000. Suicides. Domestic vi-
olence. Gang shootouts. Accidents. Hundreds
of thousands of Americans have lost brothers
and sisters, or buried their own children. Many
have had to learn to live with a disability or
learned to live without the love of their life.

A number of those people are here today.
They can tell you some stories. In this room
right here, there are a lot of stories. There’s a
lot of heartache. There’s a lot of resilience,
there’s a lot of strength, but there’s also a lot of
pain. And this is just a small sampling.

The United States of America is not the only
country on Earth with violent or dangerous
people. We are not inherently more prone to
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violence. But we are the only advanced country
on Earth that sees this kind of mass violence
erupt with this kind of frequency. It doesn’t
happen in other advanced countries. It’s not
even close. And as I've said before, somehow,
we become numb to it, and we start thinking
that this is normal.

And instead of thinking about how to solve
the problem, this has become one of our most
polarized, partisan debates, despite the fact
that there’s a general consensus in America
about what needs to be done. And that’s part of
the reason why, on Thursday, I'm going to hold
a town hall meeting in Virginia on gun vio-
lence. Because my goal here is to bring good
people on both sides of this issue together for
an open discussion.

I'm not on the ballot again. I'm not looking
to score some points. I think we can disagree
without impugning other people’s motives or
without being disagreeable. We don’t need to
be talking past one another. But we do have to
feel a sense of urgency about it. In Dr. King’s
words, we need to feel the “fierce urgency of
now.” Because people are dying. And the con-
stant excuses for inaction no longer do, no lon-
ger suffice.

That’s why we're here today. Not to debate
the last mass shooting, but to do something to
try to prevent the next one. To prove that the
vast majority of Americans, even if our voices
aren’t always the loudest or most extreme, care
enough about a little boy like Daniel to come
together and take commonsense steps to save
lives and protect more of our children.

Now, I want to be absolutely clear at the
start—T've said this over and over again; this al-
so becomes routine; there is a ritual about this
whole thing that T have to do—I believe in the
Second Amendment. And it’s there written on
the paper. It guarantees a right to bear arms.
No matter how many times people try to twist
my words around, I taught constitutional law, I
know a little about this—[applause]—I get it.
But I also believe that we can find ways to re-
duce gun violence consistent with the Second
Amendment.

I mean, think about it. We all believe in the
First Amendment, the guarantee of free

speech, but we accept that you can’t yell “fire”
in a theater. We understand there are some
constraints on our freedom in order to protect
innocent people. We cherish our right to priva-
cy, but we accept that you have to go through
metal detectors before being allowed to board
a plane. It’s not because people like doing that,
but we understand that that’s part of the price
of living in a civilized society.

And what’s often ignored in this debate is
that a majority of gun owners actually agree. A
majority of gun owners agree that we can re-
spect the Second Amendment while keeping
an irresponsible, law-breaking few from inflict-
ing harm on a massive scale.

Today, background checks are required at
gun stores. If a father wants to teach his daugh-
ter how to hunt, he can walk into a gun store,
get a background check, purchase his weapon
safely and responsibly. This is not seen as an
infringement on the Second Amendment.
Contrary to the claims of what some gun rights
proponents have suggested, this hasn’t been
the first step in some slippery slope to mass
confiscation. Contrary to claims of some Presi-
dential candidates, apparently, before this
meeting—[laughter]—this is not a plot to take
away everybody’s guns. You pass a background
check, you purchase a firearm.

The problem is, some gun sellers have been
operating under a different set of rules. A vio-
lent felon can buy the exact same weapon over
the Internet with no background check, no
questions asked. A recent study found that
about 1 in 30 people looking to buy guns on
one website had criminal records. One out of
30 had a criminal record. We're talking about
individuals convicted of serious crimes: aggra-
vated assault, domestic violence, robbery, ille-
gal gun possession. People with lengthy crimi-
nal histories buying deadly weapons all too eas-
ily. And this was just one website within the
span of a few months.

So we've created a system in which danger-
ous people are allowed to play by a different
set of rules than a responsible gun owner who
buys his or her gun the right way and subjects
themselves to a background check. That
doesn’t make sense. Everybody should have to



abide by the same rules. Most Americans and
gun owners agree. And that’s what we tried to
change 3 years ago, after 26 Americans—in-
cluding 20 children—were murdered at Sandy
Hook Elementary.

Two United States Senators, Joe Manchin, a
Democrat from West Virginia, and Pat Toom-
ey, a Republican from Pennsylvania, both gun
owners, both strong defenders of our Second
Amendment rights, both with “A” grades from
the NRA—that’s hard to get—worked together
in good faith, consulting with folks like our
Vice President, who has been a champion on
this for a long time, to write a commonsense,
compromise bill that would have required vir-
tually everyone who buys a gun to get a back-
ground check. That was it. Pretty common-
sense stuff. Ninety percent of Americans sup-
ported that idea. Ninety percent of Democrats
in the Senate voted for that idea. But it failed
because 90 percent of Republicans in the Sen-
ate voted against that idea.

How did this become such a partisan issue?
Republican President George W. Bush once
said, “I believe in background checks at gun
shows or anywhere to make sure that guns
don’t get into the hands of people that
shouldn’t have them.” Senator John McCain
introduced a bipartisan measure to address the
gun show loophole, saying, “We need this
amendment because criminals and terrorists
have exploited and are exploiting this very ob-
vious loophole in our gun safety laws.” Even
the NRA used to support expanded back-
ground checks. [Laughter] And by the way,
most of its members still do. Most Republican
voters still do.

How did we get here? How did we get to
the place where people think requiring a com-
prehensive background check means taking
away people’s guns?

Each time this comes up, we are fed the ex-
cuse that commonsense reforms like back-
ground checks might not have stopped the last
massacre or the one before that or the one be-
fore that, so why bother trying. T reject that
thinking. We know we can’t stop every act of
violence, every act of evil in the world. But
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maybe we could try to stop one act of evil, one
act of violence.

Some of you may recall, at the same time
that Sandy Hook happened, a disturbed person
in China took a knife and tried to kill—with a
knife—a bunch of children in China. But most
of them survived because he didn’t have access
to a powerful weapon. We maybe can’t save ev-
erybody, but we could save some. Just as we
don’t prevent all traffic accidents, but we take
steps to try to reduce traffic accidents.

As Ronald Reagan once said, if mandatory
background checks could save more lives, “it
would be well worth making it the law of the
land.” The bill before Congress 3 years ago
met that test. Unfortunately, too many Sena-
tors failed theirs.

In fact, we know that background checks
make a difference. After Connecticut passed a
law requiring background checks and gun safe-
ty courses, gun deaths decreased by 40 per-
cent—40 percent. Meanwhile, since Missouri
repealed a law requiring comprehensive back-
ground checks and purchase permits, gun
deaths have increased to almost 50-percent
higher than the national average. One study
found, unsurprisingly, that criminals in Mis-
souri now have easier access to guns.

And the evidence tells us that in States that
require background checks, law-abiding Amer-
icans don’t find it any harder to purchase guns
whatsoever. Their guns have not been confis-
cated. Their rights have not been infringed.

And that’s just the information we have ac-
cess to. With more research, we could further
improve gun safety, just as with more research,
we've reduced traffic fatalities enormously
over the last 30 years. We do research when
cars, food, medicine, even toys harm people so
that we make them safer. And you know what?
Research, science, those are good things. They
work. [Laughter] They do.

But think about this. When it comes to an
inherently deadly weapon—nobody argues
that guns are potentially deadly—weapons that
kill tens of thousands of Americans every year,
Congress actually voted to make it harder for
public health experts to conduct research into
gun violence, made it harder to collect data



Jan. 5/ Administration of Barack Obama, 2016

and facts and develop strategies to reduce gun
violence. Even after San Bernardino, they've
refused to make it harder for terror suspects
who can’t get on a plane to buy semiautomatic
weapons. That’s not right. [Laughter] That
can’t be right.

So the gun lobby may be holding Congress
hostage right now, but they cannot hold Amer-
ica hostage. We do not have to accept this car-
nage as the price of freedom.

Now, I want to be clear. Congress still needs
to act. The folks in this room will not rest until
Congress does. Because once Congress gets on
board with commonsense gun safety measures,
we can reduce gun violence a whole lot more.
But we also can’t wait. Until we have a Con-
gress that’s in line with the majority of Ameri-
cans, there are actions within my legal authori-
ty that we can take to help reduce gun violence
and save more lives, actions that protect our
rights and our kids.

After Sandy Hook, Joe and I worked togeth-
er with our teams, and we put forward a whole
series of executive actions to try to tighten up
the existing rules and systems that we had in
place. But today we want to take it a step fur-
ther. So let me outline what we’re going to be
doing.

Number one, anybody in the business of
selling firearms must get a license and conduct
background checks or be subject to criminal
prosecutions. It doesn’t matter whether you're
doing it over the Internet or at a gun show. It’s
not where you do it, but what you do.

We're also expanding background checks to
cover violent criminals who try to buy some of
the most dangerous firearms by hiding behind
trusts and corporations and various cutouts.

We're also taking steps to make the back-
ground check system more efficient. Under
the guidance of Jim Comey and the FBI and
our Deputy Director Tom Brandon at AF—
ATF, we're going to hire more folks to process
applications faster, and we’re going to bring an
outdated background check system into the
21st century.

And these steps will actually lead to a
smoother process for law-abiding gun owners,
a smoother process for responsible gun deal-

ers, a stronger process for protecting the peo-
ple from—the public from dangerous people.
So that’s number one.

Number two, we're going to do everything
we can to ensure the smart and effective en-
forcement of gun safety laws that are already
on the books, which means we’re going to add
200 more ATF agents and investigators. We're
going to require firearms dealers to report
more or lost—more lost or stolen guns on a
timely basis. We're working with advocates to
protect victims of domestic abuse from gun vi-
olence, where too often, people are not getting
the protection that they need.

Number three, we're going to do more to
help those suffering from mental illness get the
help that they need. So high-profile mass
shootings tend to shine a light on those few
mentally unstable people who inflict harm on
others. But the truth is, is that nearly two in
three gun deaths are from suicides. So a lot of
our work is to prevent people from hurting
themselves.

That’s why we made sure that the Afford-
able Care Act, also known as Obamacare—
[laughter]—finally, under—that law made sure
that treatment for mental health was covered
the same as treatment for any other illness.
And that’s why we’re going to invest $500 mil-
lion to expand access to treatment across the
country.

It’s also why we’re going to ensure that Fed-
eral mental health records are submitted to the
background check system and remove barriers
that prevent States from reporting relevant in-
formation. If we can continue to destigmatize
mental health issues, get folks proper care, and
fill gaps in the background check system, then
we can spare more families the pain of losing a
loved one to suicide.

And for those in Congress who so often rush
to blame mental illness for mass shootings as a
way of avoiding action on guns, here’s your
chance to support these efforts. Put your mon-
ey where your mouth is.

Number four, we're going to boost gun safe-
ty technology. Today, many gun injuries and
deaths are the result of legal guns that were
stolen or misused or discharged accidentally.



In 2013 alone, more than 500 people lost their
lives to gun accidents, and that includes 30
children younger than 5 years old. Now, in the
greatest, most technologically advanced nation
on Earth, there is no reason for this. We need
to develop new technologies that make guns
safer. If we can set it up so you can’t unlock
your phone unless you've got the right finger-
print, why can’t we do the same thing for our
guns? If there’s an app that can help us find a
missing tablet—which happens to me often the
older I get—[laughter]—if we can do it for
your iPad, there’s no reason we can’t do it with
a stolen gun. If a child can’t open a bottle of as-
pirin, we should make sure that they can’t pull
a trigger on a gun. Right? So we’re going to ad-
vance research. We're going to work with the
private sector to update firearms technology.

And some gun retailers are already stepping
up by refusing to finalize a purchase without a
complete background check or by refraining
from selling semiautomatic weapons or high-
capacity magazines. And I hope that more re-
tailers and more manufacturers join them, be-
cause they should care as much as anybody
about a product that now kills almost as many
Americans as car accidents.

I make this point because none of us can do
this alone. I think Mark made that point earli-
er. All of us should be able to work together to
find a balance that declares the rest of our
rights are also important. Second Amendment
rights are important, but there are other rights
that we care about as well. And we have to be
able to balance them. Because our right to
worship freely and safely, that right was denied
to Christians in Charleston, South Carolina.
And that was denied Jews in Kansas City. And
that was denied Muslims in Chapel Hill and
Sikhs in Oak Creek. They had rights too.

Our right to peaceful assembly, that right
was robbed from moviegoers in Aurora and
Lafayette. Our unalienable right to life and lib-
erty and the pursuit of happiness, those rights
were stripped from college students in Blacks-
burg and Santa Barbara and from high school-
ers at Columbine and from first-graders in
Newtown. First-graders. And from every fami-
ly who never imagined that their loved one

Administration of Barack Obama, 2016 / Jan. 5

would be taken from our lives by a bullet from
a gun.

Every time I think about those kids, it gets
me mad. And by the way, it happens on the
streets of Chicago every day.

So all of us need to demand a Congress
brave enough to stand up to the gun lobby’s
lies. All of us need to stand up and protect its
citizens. All of us need to demand Governors
and legislatures and businesses do their part to
make our communities safer. We need the
wide majority of responsible gun owners who
grieve with us every time this happens and feel
like your views are not being properly repre-
sented to join with us to demand something
better. And we need voters who want safer gun
laws, and who are disappointed in leaders who
stand in their way, to remember come election
time.

I mean, some of this is just simple math.
Yes, the gun lobby is loud and it is organized in
defense of making it effortless for guns to be
available for anybody, any time. Well, you
know what, the rest of us, you—we all have to
be just as passionate. We have to be just as or-
ganized in defense of our kids. This is not that
complicated. The reason Congress blocks laws
is because they want to win elections. And if
you make it hard for them to win an election if
they block those laws, they’ll change course, I
promise you.

And yes, it will be hard, and it won’t happen
overnight. It won’t happen during this Con-
gress. It won’t happen during my Presidency.
But a lot of things don’t happen overnight. A
woman’s right to vote didn’t happen overnight.
The liberation of African Americans didn’t
happen overnight. LGBT rights, that was de-
cades” worth of work. So just because it’s hard,
that’s no excuse not to try.

And if you ever have any doubt as to why
you should feel that “fierce urgency of now,”
think about what happened 3 weeks ago. Zae-
vion Dobson was a sophomore at Fulton High
School in Knoxville, Tennessee. He played
football; beloved by his classmates and his
teachers. His own mayor called him one of
their city’s success stories. The week before
Christmas, he headed to a friend’s house to
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play video games. He wasn’t in the wrong place
at the wrong time. He hadn’t made a bad deci-
sion. He was exactly where any other kid would
be. Your kid. My kids. And then, gunmen start-
ed firing. And Zaevion—who was in high
school, hadn’t even gotten started in life—dove
on top of three girls to shield them from the
bullets. And he was shot in the head. And the
girls were spared. And he gave his life to save
theirs, an act of heroism a lot bigger than any-
thing we should ever expect from a 15-year-
old. “Greater love hath no man than this, that a
man lay down his life for his friends.”

We are not asked to do what Zaevion Dob-
son did. We’re not asked to have shoulders that
big, a heart that strong, reactions that quick.
I'm not asking people to have that same level
of courage or sacrifice or love. But if we love
our kids and care about their prospects, and if
we love this country and care about its future,
then we can find the courage to vote. We can
find the courage to get mobilized and orga-
nized. We can find the courage to cut through
all the noise and do what a sensible country
would do.

That’s what we're doing today. And tomor-
row, we should do more. And we should do
more the day after that. And if we do, we’ll

leave behind a nation that’s stronger than the
one we inherited and worthy of the sacrifice of
a young man like Zaevion.

Thank you very much, everybody. God bless
you. Thank you. God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:43 a.m. in
the East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Mark Barden, founder
and managing director, Sandy Hook Promise,
and father of Daniel Barden, who was killed in
the shooting at Sandy Hook Elementary
School in Newtown, CT, on December 14,
2012; Mark E. Kelly, husband, and Gloria F.
Giffords, mother, of former Rep. Gabrielle D.
Giffords; Cmdr. Scott . Kelly, crewmember,
International Space Station; Min Yingjun, who
was arrested for stabbing 22 children outside
their school in the village of Chengping in
Henan Province, China, on December 14,
2012; Mayor Madeline Rogero of Knoxville,
TN; Brandon Perry and Christopher D. Bas-
sett, suspected gunmen in the shooting in
Knoxville on December 17, 2015; and Faith
Gordon and Kiara Rucker, Fulton High School
students who were shielded by Zaevion Dob-
son in the Knoxville shooting.

Statement on Representative Steven |. Israel’s Decision Not To Seek

Reelection
January 5, 2016

Steve Israel has spent more than two de-
cades serving the people of Long Island and
fighting for working families. During his eight
terms in Congress, he has fought to expand
economic opportunity, deliver on America’s
promise of equality, honor our commitments
to our veterans, and protect our communities
from gun violence. As a leader of the Demo-

cratic Congressional Campaign Committee,
Steve fought to advance our shared values and
to build a future where every American who
works hard can get ahead. I'm grateful for
Steve’s service, and I look forward to working
with him throughout the remainder of his
term. Michelle and I wish Steve and his family
well as they begin their newest chapter.

Statement on the Observance of Orthodox Christmas

January 7, 2016

Michelle and I wish a blessed Christmas to
Orthodox Christians in the United States and
around the world. During this holy season, we

celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ and pray for
peace on Earth. This day gives us a special op-
portunity to commemorate the contributions



of American Orthodox leaders to our progress.
It also gives us a chance to reaffirm our com-
mitment to protect religious minorities, includ-
ing Christian minorities, who too often face vi-
olence and persecution throughout the world.
Today and every day, we stand with all those
who suffer attacks and discrimination, because
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we believe that the freedom to practice your
religion as you choose is a birthright of every
person and part of the bedrock of a just society.
So we join with our Orthodox brothers and sis-
ters in celebration and in hopeful prayer for
peace and justice the world over.

Remarks and a Question-and-Answer Session at CNN’s “Guns in America”

Town Hall Meeting in Fairfax, Virginia

January 7, 2016

CNN Anchor Anderson Cooper. And good
evening from George Mason University here
in Fairfax, Virginia. We are here tonight to talk
about one of the most divisive issues in Ameri-
ca today: guns. Their protection is enshrined in
the Constitution in the Second Amendment,
and gun ownership is an integral part of Amer-
ican history and culture.

There are some 30,000 gun deaths in Amer-
ica each year. Two-thirds of them are suicides;
one-third of them are homicides. So the ques-
tion we want to confront tonight is, how you
find a balance between protecting the rights of
American citizens who want to own guns, but
preventing guns from getting into the hands of
people who shouldn’t have them?

We brought together people here tonight
who represent really all sides of the issue: gun
owners, gun sellers, people who have survived
shootings or lost loved ones. Some here believe
that having more guns makes us all safer and
believe the right to bear arms defines us, pre-
serves us from tyranny, and cannot be compro-
mised in any way. Others here tonight believe
just as passionately that more needs to be done
to limit the sale of firearms. And we respect all
of their views, and we want to hear from as
many as we can tonight in the hour ahead.

One voice you will not hear from tonight is
the National Rifle Association. They're the Na-
tion’s largest, most influential and powerful
gun rights group. We invited them to be here;
they are—I think their office is just a couple
miles away. They declined to take part. Some
of their members are here tonight though.
We’re very thankful for that. And so are repre-

sentatives from the National Firearms Retail-
ers Association.

This town hall is not something the White
House dreamed up or that the White House
organized. CNN approached the White House
shortly after the San Bernardino terror attacks
with this idea. And we're pleased that they
agreed to participate and pleased to welcome
tonight the President of the United States,
Barack Obama.

The President. Hey. Please take your seat.

Mr. Cooper. Thank you, Mr. President.
Welcome.

The President. Thank you, everybody.

Mr. Cooper. Thanks for being here. I appre-
ciate it.

The President. Great to be here. Thank you,
everybody. Thank you. Great to see you.

The President’s Experience With Guns

Mr. Cooper. Good to see you. Let me start.
Have you ever owned a gun?

The President. 1 have never owned a gun.
Now, up at Camp David, we've got some skeet
shooting, so on a fairly regular basis, we get a
12-gauge and—I'm not making any claims
about my marksmanship. [Laughter] But——

Mr. Cooper. Before you were President, did
you ever feel a desire to get a gun, feel the
need to get a gun?

The President. 1 grew up mostly in Hawaii,
and other than hunting for wild pig, which they
do once in a while, there’s not the popularity of
hunting and sportsmanship with guns as much
as there are in other parts of the country.
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Gun Sales/Gun Violence/Gun Ownership

Mr. Cooper. Right. I mean, I ask the ques-
tion because there’s a lot of people out there
who don’t trust you, obviously, on the issue of
guns. You keep saying you don’t want to take
away everybody’s guns. But there’s a lot of peo-
ple out there tonight watching who don’t be-
lieve you. There are a lot of people in this room
who, frankly, don’t believe you. And it’s not
just that you don’t really have personal experi-
ence having owned a gun, but it’s that things
you've said: support for Australia’s tough anti-
gun policies. They banned semiautomatic as-
sault rifles. They banned even shotguns in Aus-
tralia.

The President. Right.

Mr. Cooper. You've praised their policies
over and over.

Back in 2008, you said—you talked about
bitter Americans clinging to their guns. Even
now, these executive actions have caused a lot
of concern among a lot of people. What can
you say to somebody tonight to convince them
that you don’t want to take away everybody’s
guns, that you're not coming for their guns?

The President. Well, first of all, Anderson, I
think it’s useful to keep in mind, I've been now
President for over 7 years, and gun sales don’t
seem to have suffered during that time.

Mr. Cooper. If anything, actually, you've
helped.

The President. They've gone up. I've been
very good for gun manufacturers. [Laughter]
More importantly, let me—T1l tell you a story
that I think indicates how I see the issue.

Back in 2007, 2008, when I was campaign-
ing, I'd leave Chicago, a city which is wonder-
ful—I couldn’t be prouder of my city—but
where every week, there’s a story about a
young person getting shot. Some are gang
members, and it’s turf battles. Sometimes, it’s
innocent victims.

Mr. Cooper. Fifty-five people have been
shot in Chicago in the last 7 days.

The President. Sometimes, it's happened
just a few blocks from my house, and I live in a
reasonably good neighborhood on the South
Side of Chicago.
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So that’s one image, all right: talking to fam-
ilies who've gone through the pain of losing
somebody because of violence in Chicago, gun
violence.

Michelle and T are then campaigning out in
Towa, and we're going to farms, and we’re go-
ing to counties. And at one point, Michelle
turned to me, and she said, you know, if I was
living in a farmhouse, where the sheriff's de-
partment is pretty far away, and somebody can
just turn off the highway and come up to the
farm, I'd want to have a shotgun or a rifle to
make sure that I was protected and my family
was protected. And she was absolutely right.

And so part of the reason, I think, that this
ends up being such a difficult issue is because
people occupy different realities. There are a
whole bunch of law-abiding citizens who have
grown up hunting with their dad or going to
the shooting range and are responsible gun
owners. And then, there’s the reality that there
are neighborhoods around the country where
it is easier for a 12- or 13-year-old to purchase
a gun—and cheaper—than it is for them to get

a book.

Gun Violence Prevention Efforts/Background
Check System

Mr. Cooper. But what you're proposing,
what you proposed this week, the executive ac-
tions, the other things, are they really going to
be effective? And I ask this because the vast
majority of felons out there—I mean, we can
all agree criminals should not get guns; we
want to keep guns out of the hands of crimi-
nals.

The President. Right.

Mr. Cooper. The vast majority of criminals
get their guns from—either illegally or from
family or friends. So background checks is not
something that’s going to affect them, is it?

The President. Well, but that’s not exactly
accurate. Look, first of all, it’s important for ev-
erybody to understand what I've proposed and
what I haven’t proposed. What I've said consis-
tently throughout my Presidency is, I respect
the Second Amendment. T respect the right to
bear arms. I respect people who want a gun for
self-protection, for hunting, for sportsmanship.



But all of us can agree that it makes sense to do
everything we can to keep guns out of the
hands of people who would try to do others
harm or to do themselves harm.

Because every year, we're losing 30,000 peo-
ple to gun violence. Two-thirds of those are ac-
tually suicides. Hundreds of kids under the age
of 18 are being shot or shooting themselves, of-
ten by accident, many of them under the age of
5. And so if we can combine gun safety with
sensible background checks and some other
steps, we're not going to eliminate gun vio-
lence, but we will lessen it. And if we take that
number from 30,000 down to, let’s say, 28,000,
that’s 2,000 families who don’t have to go
through what the families at Newtown or San
Bernardino or Charleston went through.

And so what we've proposed is that if you
have a background check system that has a
bunch of big loopholes, which is why a lot of
criminals and people who shouldn’t have guns
are able to get guns

Q. But they're not buying them at gun
shows. Only 1 percent of criminals are buying
them at gun shows.

The President. No, but this is what happens.
Let’s go back to the city of Chicago that has
strong gun control laws. And oftentimes, the
NRA will point to that as an example and say,
see, these things don’t work. Well, the problem
is, is that about 30, 40 percent of those guns
are coming from Indiana, across the border,
where there are much laxer laws. And so folks
will go to a gun show and purchase a whole
bunch of firearms, put them in a van, drive up
into Mike Pfleger’s neighborhood on the South
Side of Chicago, where his parish is, open up
the trunk, and those things are for sale.

Now, technically, you could say those folks
bought them illegally, but it was facilitated by
the fact that what used to be a small exception
that said collectors and hobbyists don’t need to
go through a background check has become
this massive industry where people who are
doing business are, in fact, saying that they’re
not in the business of selling guns, but are.

And all we're saying here is, is that we want
to put everybody on notice that the definition
of doing business—which means you have to
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register, and it means you have to run a back-
ground check—is if you are making a profit
and repeatedly selling guns, then you should
have to follow the same rules as every other
gun dealer. And what that means

Background Check System/National Rifle Asso-
ciation/Consumer Product Safety Regulations

Mr. Cooper. But there are a lot of people
who believe that’s not specific enough, because
there’s a lot of fathers and sons who sell guns
every now and then and at gun shows. Are they
going to have to now start doing background
checks? Are they going to start to have to regis-
ter?

The President. Look, what the Justice De-
partment has done is provided a whole range
of very specific examples. And what we ulti-
mately need, I believe, is for Congress to set
up a system that is efficient, that doesn’t incon-
venience the lawful gun seller or purchaser,
but that makes sure that we're doing the best
background check possible.

And the fact, Anderson, that the system may
not catch every single person or there may be a
circumstance where somebody doesn’t think
that they have to register and do and that may
cause some redtape and bureaucracy for them,
which—or inconvenience—has to be weighed
against the fact that we may be able to save a
whole bunch of families from the grief that
some of the people in this audience have had
to go through.

And keep in mind, for the gun owners who
are in attendance here, my suspicion is, is that
you all had to go through a background check,
and it didn’t prevent you from getting a weap-
on. And the notion that you should have to do
that, but there are a whole bunch of folks who
are less responsible than you who don’t have to
do it, doesn’t make much sense.

So why we should resist this—keep in mind
that, historically, the NRA was in favor of back-
ground checks. Historically, many in the Re-
publican Party were in favor of background
checks. And what’s changed is not that my pro-
posals are particularly radical. What's changed
is, we've suddenly created an atmosphere in
which I put out a proposal like background

11
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checks, or, after Sandy Hook, we're calling on
Congress, along with people like Gabby Gif-
fords, who herself was a victim of gun vio-
lence—we put out a proposal that is common
sense, modest, does not claim to solve every
problem, is respectful of the Second Amend-
ment, and the way it is described is that we’re
trying to take away everybody’s guns.

And part of the reason I welcomed this op-
portunity by CNN to have a good discussion
and debate about it is because our position is
consistently mischaracterized. And by the way,
there’s a reason why the NRA is not here.
They're just down the street, and since this is
the main reason they exist, you'd think that
they’d be prepared to have a debate with the
President.

Mr. Cooper. Would you be willing to meet
with them? They haven’t been to the White
House for 3 years. They have—[inaudible]—
about it.

The President. Oh, no, no, we’ve invited
them. We've invited them.

Mr. Cooper. So right now, tonight you're
saying you would be welcome to meet with
them?

The President. We have invited them re-
peatedly. But if you listen to the rhetoric, it is
so over the top and so overheated and, most
importantly, is not acknowledging the fact that
there’s no other consumer item that we pur-
chase

Q. So is that an open invitation that

The President. Hold on a second. Let me
finish this point, Cooper. There’s nothing else
in our lives that we purchase where we don’t
try to make it a little safer if we can.

Audience members. That’s right.

The President. Traffic fatalities have gone
down drastically during my lifetime. And part
of it is technology, and part of it is that the Na-
tional Highway Safety Administration does re-
search and they figure out, you know what,
seatbelts really work. And then, we passed
some laws to make sure seatbelts are fastened.
Airbags make a lot of sense; let’s try those out.
Toys—we say, you know what, we find out that
kids are swallowing toys all the time, let’s make
sure that the toys aren’t so small that they swal-

12

low them if theyre for toddlers or infants.
Medicine—kids can’t open aspirin caps.

Now, the notion that we would not apply the
same basic principles to gun ownership as we
do to everything else that we own——

Mr. Cooper. But you don’t——

The President. just to try to make them
safer, or the notion that anything we do to try
to make them safer is somehow a plot to take
away guns, that contradicts what we do to try to
create a better life for Americans in every oth-
er area of our lives.

National Rifle Association/Gun Confiscation
Fears/Gun Sales

Mr. Cooper. So just so I'm clear, tonight
you're saying you would welcome to meet with
the NRA?

The President. I'm happy—Anderson, I've
said this repeatedly. I'm happy to meet with
them. I'm happy to talk to them. But the con-
versation has to be based on facts and truth
and what we’re actually proposing, not some
imaginary fiction in which Obama is trying to
take away your guns.

Mr. Cooper. Well, let’s talk about what
you're proposing.

The President. The reason, by the way, that
the gun manufacturers—that gun sales spike
not just before I propose something—every
time there is a mass shooting, gun sales spike.
And part of the reason is, is that the NRA has
convinced many of its members that somebody
is going come grab your guns, which is, by the
way, really profitable for the gun manufactur-
ers. It’s a great advertising mechanism, but it’s
not necessary. There’s enough of a market out
there for people who want protection, who are
sportsmen, who want to go hunting with their
kids. And we can make it safer.

Mr. Cooper. I want to open this up to people
in our audience.

The President. Absolutely.

Mr. Cooper. A lot of people have traveled
far. I want you to meet Taya Kyle. She’s the
widow of Chris Kyle, former Navy SEAL, au-
thor of “American Sniper.” Taya wrote a book,
“American Wife: A Memoir of Love, War,
Faith, and Renewal.”



Taya, we're happy you're here. What do you
want to ask the President?

Crime Rates/Gun Ownership Rates/Background
Check System

Q. I appreciate you taking the time to come
here. And I think that your message of hope is
something I agree with, and I think it’s great.
And I think that by creating new laws, you do
give people hope. The thing is that the laws
that we create don’t stop these horrific things
from happening, right? And that’s a very tough
pill to swallow.

The President. Right.

Q. We want to think that we can make a law
and people will follow it. But by the very na-
ture of their crime, they're not following it. By
the very nature of looking at the people who
hurt our loved ones here, I don’t know that any
of them would have been stopped by the back-
ground check. And yet I crave that desire for
hope too. And so I think, part of it, we have to
recognize that we cannot outlaw murder, be-
cause the people who are murdering, right,
are—they’re breaking the law, but they also
don’t have a moral code that we have. And so
they could do the same amount of damage with
a pipe bomb. The problem is that they want to
murder.

And T'm wondering why it wouldn’t be a
better use of our time to give people hope in a
different way, to say, you know what, we—
well, first of all, actually, let me back up to that.
Because with the laws, I know that at least the
last T heard, the Federal prosecution of gun
crimes was, like, 40 percent. And what I mean
by that is that there are people lying on these
forms already, and we’re not prosecuting them.
So there’s an issue there, right? But instead, if
we can give people hope and say that also dur-
ing this time, while you've been President, we
are at the lowest murder rate in our country—
alltime low of murders.

Mr. President. Right.

Q. We're at an alltime high of gun owner-
ship, right? I'm not necessarily saying that the
two are correlated, but what I'm saying is that,
were at an alltime low for a murder rate.

That’s a big deal.
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And yet I think most of us in this country
feel like it could happen at any moment. It
could happen to any of us at any time, at a mo-
ment’s notice. And I'm almost finished. Just,
when you talk about the NRA, and after a mass
shooting that gun sales go up, I would argue
that it’s not necessarily that I think somebody
is going to come take my gun from me, but I
want the hope, and the hope that I have the
right to protect myself, that I don’t end up to
be one of these families; that I have the free-
dom to carry whatever weapon I feel I need,
just like your wife said on that farm road. The
sheriffs are not going to get to my house either.
And T understand that background checks ar-
en’t necessarily going to stop me from getting a
gun, but I also know that they wouldn’t have
stopped any of the people here in this room
from killing. And so it seems like almost a false
sense of hope.

So why not celebrate where we are? I guess
that’s my real question is

The President. Well, first

Q. celebrate that we’re good people,
and 99.9 percent of us are never going to kill
anyone.

The President. Well, let me make a couple of
points. First of all, thanks to your husband for
his service, and thank you for your service, be-
cause of extraordinary heroism that he and
your family have shown in protecting all of us.
And I'm very grateful for that.

Number two, what you said about murder
rates and violent crime generally is something
that we don’t celebrate enough. The fact of the
matter is, is that violent crime has been steadi-
ly declining across America for a pretty long
time. And you wouldn’t always know it by
watching television, but overall, most cities are
much safer than they were 10 years ago or 20
years ago.

Now, I'd challenge the notion that the rea-
son for that is because there’s more gun own-
ership, because if you look at where are the ar-
eas with the highest gun ownership, those are
the places, in some cases, where the crime rate
hasn’t dropped down that much. And the plac-
es where there’s pretty stiff restrictions on gun
ownership, in some of those places, the crime
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has dropped really quickly. So I'm not sure that
there’s a one-to-one correlation there.

But I think the most important point I want
to make is that you will be able to purchase a
firearm. Some criminals will get their hands on
firearms even if there’s a background check.
Somebody may lie on a form. Somebody will
intend to commit a crime, but they don’t have
a record that shows up on the background
check system.

But in the same way that we don’t eliminate
all traffic accidents, but over the course of 20
years, traffic accidents get lower—there’s still
tragedies, there’s still drunk drivers, there’s
still people who don’t wear their seatbelts—
but over time, that violence was reduced, and
so families are spared. That’s the same thing
that we can do with gun ownership.

There is a way for us to set up a system
where you, a responsible gun owner, who—I'm
assuming, given your husband and your fami-
ly—is a much better marksman than I am, can
have a firearm to protect yourself, but where it
is much harder for somebody to fill up a car
with guns and sell them to 13-year-old kids on
the streets. And that is, I think, what we’re try-
ing to do.

What we're also trying to do is make the da-
tabase more effective. So that’s part of the pro-
posal, which, by the way, will convenience you
when you go to the store, because if we can set
up a 24/7 background check system, then that
means that it’s less likely that things slip
through the cracks or it’s more difficult for you
to get your background check completed.

And we're also trying to close a loophole that
has been developing over the last decade,
where now people are using cut-out trusts and
shell corporations to purchase the most dan-
gerous weapons—sawed-off shotguns, auto-
matic weapons, silencers—and don’t have to
go through background checks at all. And we
don’t know whether—are these sales going to
drug traffickers? Are they—we don’t know
who’s purchasing them right now. And so what
we're saying is, you know what, that is some-
thing that we’ve got to do something about.

The same thing is true with Internet sales,
where one study has shown that 1 out of 30
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persons who are purchasing weapons over the
Internet turn out to have a felony record. And
that’s not something you want to see.

Mr. Cooper. 1 think one question a lot of
people have about you is, do you believe the
fundamental notion that a good guy with a gun
or a good woman with a gun is an important
bulwark against a bad person with a gun? And
before you answer, I want you to meet Kim-
berly Corban. Kimberly was a college student
in Colorado in 2006. Kimberly is right over
there. She was raped by a man who broke into
her apartment. She testified for 3 hours in the
trial against him. Her attacker was sentenced
to 24-years-to-life in prison. And I know that
attack, Kimberly, changed your view of hand-
guns. What's your question for the President?

Concealed-Carry Laws/Gun Ownership for
Self-Defense/Background Check System

Q. Absolutely. As a survivor of rape and now
a mother to two small children, it seems like
being able to purchase a firearm of my choos-
ing and being able to carry that wherever my—
me and my family are, it seems like my basic
responsibility as a parent at this point. I have
been unspeakably victimized once already, and
I refuse to let that happen again to myself or
my kids. So why can’t your administration see
that these restrictions that you're putting to
make it harder for me to own a gun or harder
for me to take that where I need to be is actu-
ally just making my kids and I less safe?

The President. Well, Kimberly, first of all,
obviously, your story is horrific. The strength
you've shown in telling your story and being
here tonight is remarkable. And so I'm really
proud of you for that.

I just want to repeat that there’s nothing
that we've proposed that would make it harder
for you to purchase a firearm. And now, you
may be referring to issues like concealed carry,
but those tend to be State-by-State decisions,
and we’re not making any proposals with re-
spect to what States are doing. They can make
their own decisions there. So there really is
no—nothing that we’re proposing that pre-
vents you or makes it harder for you to pur-
chase a firearm if you need one.



There are always questions as to whether or
not having a firearm in the home protects you
from that kind of violence. And I'm not sure
we can resolve that. People argue it both sides.
What is true is, is that you have to be pretty
well trained in order to fire a weapon against
somebody who is assaulting you and catches
you by surprise. And what is also true is, there’s
always the possibility that that firearm in a
home leads to a tragic accident. We can debate
that, round or flat.

But for now, what I just want to focus on is
that you certainly would like to make it a little
harder for that assailant to have also had a gun.
You certainly would want to make sure that if
he gets released, that he now can’t do what he
did to you to somebody else. And it’s going to
be easier for us to prevent him from getting a
gun if there’s a strong background system in
place—background check system in place.

And so if you look at the statistics, there’s no
doubt that there are times where somebody
who has a weapon has been able to protect
themselves and scare off an intruder or an as-
sailant. But what is more often the case is that
they may not have been able to protect them-
selves, but they're—end up being the victim of
the weapon that they purchased themselves.
And that’s something that can be debated. In
the meantime, all I'm focused on is making
sure that a terrible crime like yours that was
committed is not made easier because some-
body can go on the Internet and just buy what-
ever weapon they want without us finding out
whether they’re a criminal or not.

Mr. Cooper. Kimberly, thank you for being
here. I appreciate it.

You talked about Chicago, and there’s a lot
of folks from Chicago here tonight. I want you
to meet—or I want everybody to meet, be-
cause I know you've met her before, Cleo
Pendleton. She’s sitting over there. And I
should point out—TI think I said it earlier—55
shootings in Chicago in just the past 7 days.
Cleo Pendleton, her daughter, Hadiya, per-
formed at your second Inauguration. She was
shot to death a little more than a week later.
She was 15 years old. She was an honor stu-
dent, a majorette. And you being here tonight
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honors her, so thank you very much for being
here. What’s your question to the President?

Background Check System/Concealed-Carry Laws

Q. Well, T want to say thank you, first of all,
for making it more difficult for guns to get in
the hands of those that shouldn’t have them.
Thank you for the action you took on Tuesday.
But I want to ask a question: How can we stop
the trafficking of guns from States with looser
gun laws into States with tougher gun laws?
Because 1 believe that’s the case often in Chi-
cago and possibly the source of the gun that
shot and murdered my daughter.

The President. Well, first of all, it’s great to
see you again. And part of the reason that we
do this is because when you meet parents of
wonderful young people and they tell their sto-
ries, at least for me, I think of Malia and I think
of Sasha and I think of my nieces and I think of
my nephews. And the pain that any of us go
through with a loss like that is extraordinary.
And T couldn’t be prouder of the families who
are here representing both sides, but who've
been affected in those ways.

If we are able to set up a strong background
check system—and my proposal, by the way,
includes hiring—having the FBI hire a couple
hundred more people to help process back-
ground checks, because they’re big numbers,
you're talking about 20 million checks that are
getting done every year—hiring 200,000—or
200 more ATF agents to be able to go after un-
scrupulous gun dealers, then that will apply
across the country.

And so even—some States may have laws
that allow for conceal-and-carry; some States
may not. There’s still going to be differences.
But what will at least be consistent across the
country is that it’s a little bit harder to get a
gun.

Now, we can’t guarantee that criminals are
not going to have ways of getting guns. But, for
example, it may be a little more difficult and a
little more expensive, and the laws of supply
and demand mean that if something is harder
to get, and it’s a little more expensive to get,
then fewer people get them. And that, in and
of itself, could make a difference.
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So if somebody is a straw purchaser—and
what that means is, they don’t intend the guns
for themselves, they intend to resell them to
somebody else—they go to a gun show in Indi-
ana, where right now they don’t have to do a
background check, load up a van, and open up
that van and sell them to kids and gangs in Chi-
cago—if now that person has to go through a
background check, they’ve got to register, ATF
has the capacity then to find out if and when a
gun is used in a crime in Chicago where that
gun had come from. And now you know, all
right, here’s somebody who seems to be willing
to sell a gun to a 15-year-old who had a known
record.

Mr. Cooper. But you're only going to be ask-
ing people to get a license and do background
checks if they give out business cards, if they’re
selling weapons that are in the original packag-
ing. Somebody just walking around a gun show
selling a weapon is not necessarily going to
have to register.

The President. No, the—look, there’s going
to be a case-by-case evaluation: Are they on an
ongoing basis making a profit, and are they re-
peatedly selling firearms?

Mr. Cooper. Okay. I want you to meet Sher-
iff Paul Babeu of Pinal County, Arizona.

The President. Good to see you.

Mr. Cooper. He’s a Republican running for
Congress. After the recent terror attacks, Sher-
iff, T know you've been telling citizens to arm
themselves to protect their families. What's
your question to the President?

Q. Well, first, deputies’ slow response time
has been mentioned a couple times. I want to
be clear that my deputies have a very fast
emergency response.

The President. [Laughter] T'm sure that’s
true.

Gun Violence Prevention Efforts/Crime Pre-
vention Efforts

Q. Yes. Mr. President, you've said you've
been thwarted by—frustrated by Congress. As
a sheriff, T oftentimes get frustrated. But I
don’t make the laws, and I've sworn an oath to
enforce the law, to uphold the Constitution,
the same oath you've taken. And the talk and
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why we're here is all these mass shootings, and
yet you've said in your executive action, it
wouldn’t have solved even one of these or the
terrorist attack

The President. No, I didn’t say that. I didn’t
say that it wouldn’t solve one.

Q. Well, looking at the information, what
would it have solved? Now, knowing

Mr. Cooper. None of the recent mass shoot-
ings, I should point out, none of the guns were
purchased from an unlicensed dealer.

Q. Correct. And that’s what I'm speaking to,
the executive action that you mentioned earli-
er. Aspirin, toys, or cars, they’re not written
about in the Constitution. I want to know—
and I think all of us really want to get to the so-
lution, and you said don’t talk past each oth-
er—what would you have done to prevent
these mass shootings and the terrorist attack?
And how do we get those with mental illness
and criminals—that’s the real problem here—
how are we going to get them to follow the
laws?

The President. Well, first of all, appreciate
your service. Good luck on your race. You sure
you want to go to Congress?

Q. I don’t want your endorsement. [Laughter]

The President. I'm sure that’s true. That will
hurt you. And I'm sure it’s a Republican dis-
trict. [Laughter]

The—Ilook, crime is always going to be with
us. So I think it’s really important for us not to
suggest that if we can’t solve every crime, we
shouldn’t try to solve any crimes.

And the problem when we talk about that
“guns don’t shoot—xkill people, people kill peo-
ple,” or it’s primarily a mental health problem,
or it’s a criminal and evil problem, and that’s
what we have to get at—all of us are interested
in fighting crime. I'm very proud of the fact
that violent crime rates have continued to go
down during the course of my Presidency. I've
got an Attorney General, an FBI that works
very closely with local law enforcement in
busting up crime rings all the time. That’s a
huge priority to us. And we're probably provid-
ing grants to your department to help go after
criminals.




The challenge we have is that in many in-
stances, you don’t know ahead of time who’s
going to be the criminal. It’s not as if criminals
walk around with a label saying, “I'm a crimi-
nal.” And by the way, the young man who
killed those kids in Newtown, he didn’t have a
criminal record, and so we didn’t know ahead
of time, necessarily, that he was going to do
something like that. But he was able to have
access to an arsenal that allowed him, in very
short order, to kill an entire classroom of small
children. And so the question then becomes,
are there ways for us—since we can’t identify
that person all the time—are there ways for us
to make it less lethal when something like that
happens?

And T mentioned this during my speech at
the White House a couple of days ago. Right
around the time of Newtown, in China, a guy
who was obviously similarly deranged had a
knife and started attacking a bunch of school-
children. About the same number were cut or
stabbed by this guy. But most of them sur-
vived. And the reason was because he wasn’t
wielding a semiautomatic.

So the main point I think that I want to
make here is that everybody here is in favor of
going after criminals, locking them up, making
sure that we’re creating an environment where
kids don’t turn into criminals and providing the
support that they need. Those are all important
things. Nobody is saying we need to be going
soft on criminals.

What we do have to make sure of is that we
don’t make it so easy for them to have access to
deadly weapons. In neighborhoods like Chica-
go—but, I keep on using Chicago—this is all
across the country. You go into any neighbor-
hood, it used to be that parents would see
some kids messing around on the corner, and
they’d say, “Yo"—even if they weren’t the par-
ent of those children—“go back inside, stop
doing that.” And over time, it was a lot harder
to discipline somebody else’s kid and have the
community maintain order or talk to police of-
ficers if somebody is doing something wrong,
because now somebody is worried about get-
ting shot.
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And if we can create an environment that’s
just a little bit safer for—in those communities,
that will help. And if it doesn’t infringe on your
Second Amendment rights, and it doesn’t in-
fringe on your Second Amendment rights, and
you're still able to get a firearm for your pro-
tection, why wouldn’t we want to do that?

Mr. Cooper. We've got to take a break.
We're going to take a quick break. Our live
town hall conversation, “Guns in America,”
with President Barack Obama continues right
after this.

[At this point, there was a commercial break.
Mr. Cooper then resumed his remarks as fol-
lows.]

Mr. Cooper. And welcome back. We're live
at George Mason University in Fairfax, Virgin-
ia, continuing our “360” town hall conversation
with President Barack Obama, “Guns In
America,” talking to voices from all sides of the
issue, including the President.

You made your announcement just the oth-
er day in a very obviously emotional ceremony
at the White House. I want to play just a mo-
ment from it for those who haven’t seen it.

[A video of a portion of the President’s January
5 remarks on gun violence was shown. Mr.
Cooper then resumed his remarks as follows.]

Mr. Cooper. 1 think a lot of people were sur-
prised by that moment.

2012 Shooting in Newtown, Connecticut/Crime
Prevention Efforts

The President. 1 was too, actually. T visited
Newtown 2 days after what happened, so it was
still very raw. It’s the only time I've ever seen
Secret Service cry on duty. And it wasn’t just
the parents. You had siblings—10-year-olds, 8-
year-olds, 3-year-olds—who, in some cases,
didn’t even understand that their brother or
sister weren’t going to be coming home. And
T've said this before, it continues to haunt me.
It was one of the worst days of my Presidency.

But look, I want to emphasize that there are
a lot of tragedies that happen out there as a
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consequence of the victims of crime. There are
police officers who are out there laying down
their lives to protect us every single day—and
tears are appropriate for them as well, and I
visit with those families as well—victims of ter-
rorism, soldiers coming home.

There’s a lot of heartache out there. And I
don’t suggest that this is the only kind of heart-
ache we should be working on. I spend a lot of
time and a lot of hours—in fact, a lot more
hours than I spend on this—trying to prevent
terrorist attacks. I spend a lot of time and a lot
of hours trying to make sure that we're con-
tinuing to reduce our crime rate.

There are a whole bunch of other answers
that are just as important when it comes to
making sure that the streets of places like Chi-
cago and Baltimore are safer, making sure kids
get a good early childhood education, making
sure that we're teaching conflict resolution that
doesn’t involve violence, making sure that faith
communities are able to reach out to young
people and intervene in timely ways.

So this is not a recipe for solving every prob-
lem. Again, I just want to emphasize that the
goal here is just to make progress. And it’s in-
teresting, as I enter into my last year as Presi-
dent, I could not be prouder of the work that
we've done. But it also makes you really hum-
ble, because you realize that change takes a
long time, and a lot of the work you do is just to
incrementally make things better so that, 10
years from now, 20 years from now, the crime
rate has gone down.

That’s not just because of my administra-
tion, that's—the groundwork was laid by a
bunch of good work by law enforcement and
others for years, across administrations, on a
bipartisan basis.

The same is true with traffic safety. The
same is true with advances in medicine. The
same can be true with this if we stop exaggerat-
ing or mischaracterizing the positions of either
side and we just come up with some sensible
areas that people agree with. Background
checks are an example: The majority of gun
owners agree with this.

Mr. Cooper. You talk about faith communi-
ties. Father Michael Pfleger is here. I know
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you know him well. He’s a Roman Catholic
priest in Chicago. For those who don’t know,
his church is St. Sabina on the South Side of
Chicago. I was there about a month ago. It was
a great honor to be there.

Father, you've given a lot of eulogies for a
lot of kids in your community, far too many
over the 40 years that you have been there.
What your question for the President?

U.S. Military’s “Jade Helm 15" Exercise/Gun
Licensing and Registration/Smart-Gun Tech-

nology

Q. Mr. President, first of all, thank you for
your courage and your passion, and keep push-
ing. I happen to be from one of those cities
where violence is not going down. Not only, as
Anderson mentioned, the 55 shot, there’s been
11 killed in 7 days in Chicago. And one of the
main reasons for that is the easy access to guns.
It's easier to get a gun in my neighborhood
than it is a computer. And the reality is, is be-
cause many of those guns have been bought le-
gally. And I understand why people are push-
ing against you, because I understand it’s a
business and it’s about a business, and so if we
cut back the easy access to guns, less money for
the gun manufacturers, less money for the gun
lobby. I understand the business of it. But that
business is causing blood and the kids that are
dying in Chicago. And for many years, nobody
even cared about Chicago because the violence
is primarily Black and Brown.

The reality is that I don’t understand why
we can't title guns just like cars. If T have a car
and I give it to you, Mr. President, and I don’t
transfer a title and you're in an accident, it’s on
me. We don’t take cars away by putting titles
on them. Why can’t we do that with guns and
every gun in America? So if somebody who’s
buying 200 guns, selling them on the streets, if
they can’t transfer those titles, then they're go-
ing to be held responsible for the guns that
they sell.

The President. Well, Father Mike, first of
all, for those of you who don’t know him, has
been working since I—since before I moved to
Chicago, and I was a 23-year-old when T first



met him. And somehow, I aged, and he didn’t,
which—{laughter].

Mr. Cooper. Your gray hair is not going
back, I can tell you from experience.

The President. He was always the best look-
ing priest in Chicago. So—[laughter]. But Fa-
ther Pfleger has done heroic work at St. Sabina
Parish.

Issues like licensing, registration, that’s an
area where there’s just not enough national
consensus at this stage to even consider it. And
part of it is, is people’s concern that that be-
comes a prelude to taking people’s guns away.
I mean, part of the challenge in this is that the
gun debate gets wrapped up in broader de-
bates about whether the Federal Government
is oppressive. And there are conspiracy theo-
ries floating around the Internet these days all
the time. We did a military exercise in Texas—
[laughter]—and a whole bunch of folks were
sure that this was the start of martial law and
were suggesting maybe don’t cooperate with
the United States Army in an effort to prepare
so that if they get deployed overseas, they can
handle it. But that’s how difficult sometimes
these debates are.

But there—but I want to pick up on some
things where I think there should be consen-
sus. One of those areas that I talked about at
the speech, part of the proposal, is developing
smart gun technology. Now, this is an interest-
ing example. I don’t exactly understand this,
and maybe there will be somebody in the audi-
ence who explains it to me. Back in 1997, the
CEO of Colt said we can design or are starting
to develop guns where you can only use it if
you've got a chip, so you wear a band or a
bracelet, and that then protects your 2-year-old
or 3-year-old from picking up the gun and us-
ing it. And a boycott was called against him,
and they had to back off of developing that
technology. The same with Smith & Wesson.
They were in the process of developing similar
technology, and they were attacked by the
NRA as “surrendering.”

Now, to me, this does not make sense. If you
are a gun owner, I would think that you would
at least want a choice so that if you wanted to
purchase a firearm that could only be used by

Administration of Barack Obama, 2016 / Jan. 7

you—in part to avoid accidents in your home;
in part to make sure that if it’s stolen, it’s not
used by a criminal; in part, if there’s an intrud-
er, you pull the gun, but you—somehow, it
gets wrested away from you, that gun can’t be
turned on you and used on you—TI would think
there might be a market for that. You could sell
that gun.

Now, I'm not saying that necessarily would
be the only gun that’s available, but it seems to
me that that would be something that in any
other area, in any other product, any other
commercial venture, there would be some re-
search and development on that because that’s
a promising technology.

Mr. Cooper. Can I—I want to

The President. Tt has not been developed
primarily because it’s been blocked by either
the NRA, which is funded by gun manufactur-
ers, or other reasons. In part, what we pro-
posed was, you know what, we’re going to do
some of the research. We’ll work with the pri-
vate sector. We'll figure out whether or not this
technology can be developed and then give ev-
erybody a choice in terms of the kind of fire-
arm that they want to purchase. Because I
think that there will in fact be a market for
that. And over time, that’s an example of how
we could reduce some of the preventable gun
deaths that are out there.

Mr. Cooper. 1 want to bring in somebody
who actually knows a lot about selling guns. I
want you to meet Kris ]acob. He’s vice presi-
dent of the American Firearms Retailers Asso-
ciation. And he’s the owner of the Bullseye In-
door Shooting Range and gun store in San Ra-
fael, California. Kris, it’s great to have you here.
First of all, how is business under President
Obama? Because everything I read says

The President. Great.

Mr. Cooper. gun sales have been going
up. Every time he talks about guns, gun sales

go up.

Background Check System/Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives/Enforcement
of Gun Laws

Q. It’s been busy. And certainly, I think that
shows, as Taya said earlier, that there’s a very
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serious concern in this country about personal
security. And the sheriff is right: They do ev-
erything they possibly can to make sure they
get there as quickly as they possibly can. And
my question is actually focused around law en-
forcement as well. There are 53,000 licensed
gun dealers in the United States who stand be-
hind the counter and say “no” to people all day.

The President. Yes.

Q. We feel it’s our responsibility to make
sure that people who have a criminal past, peo-
ple who are mentally ill or are having a bad day
don’t get possession of firearms.

The President. Right.

Q. So we assist law enforcement all the time
in the process of making sure that those things
don’t change hands inside our commercial
market if they shouldn’t. It’s a very serious re-
sponsibility for us, and as a group, we take it
very seriously.

My question is around the Executive order
related to the investigators, the inspectors, the
adding of 200 inspectors who are more on the
auditing and record-keeping side. Why not add
200 ATF agents on the law enforcement side
to keep the criminals and the bad guys out of
the stores in the first place? I mean, the prob-
lem seems to me to be—you mentioned deal-
ers who are less responsible than others, and
certainly, it’s possible that those folks are out
there, but if we can enforce the laws that al-
ready exist, the tens of thousands of gun laws
that are on the books right now, it might create
a very significant deterrent in just getting those
people in the stores.

Mr. Cooper. Kris, let me also point out the
number of ATF agents during your administra-
tion has actually declined. So even if you hired
200 more

The President. Yes, but not because of my
budget, but because of:

Mr. Cooper. But even if you hired 200 more,
it will get it to what it was right before you took
office.

The President. Absolutely. Well, look, first of
all, there are a whole bunch of responsible gun
dealers out there. And my hope would be that
those gun dealers would support making sure
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that everybody is following the same rules that
they are. That’s number one.

Number two is, we’re not writing a new law.
Only Congress can do that. This is about en-
forcing existing laws and closing what has
grown into a massive loophole where a huge
percentage of guns—many of whom end up
being traced to crime—are not going through
the responsible gun dealers, but are going
through irresponsible folks who are not regis-
tered as doing business. And the whole goal
here is to clarify and to put on notice that if
you're a business, even if you don’t have bricks
and mortar, then you’re supposed to register,
and you’re supposed to conduct background
checks. So the issue is not where you do it, it’s
what youre doing. And that should not be
something that threatens responsible gun deal-
ers across the country.

In terms of the ATF, it is absolutely true that
the ATF budget has been shrank because—has
been shrunk—it’s a little late—[laughter]—but
you knew what I meant—({laughter]—and part
of it is because the politicizing of this issue. So
many in the Republican Congress feel as if the
ATF is not their friend, but their enemy. Part
of the story I was telling

Mr. Cooper. You said this issue should be
politicized though.

The President. Well, but what I mean by
that, Anderson, is, is that they have been por-
trayed as trying to take people’s guns away as
opposed to trying to make sure that the laws
are enforced. And one of the most frustrating
things that I hear is when people say—who are
opposed to any further laws—Why don’t you
just enforce the laws that are on the books?”
And those very same Members of Congress
then cut ATF budgets to make it impossible to
enforce the law.

And so it is—and by the way, the ATF is a
law enforcement agency working under the
FBI that is doing enormous work in going after
criminals and drug cartels and have a pretty
dangerous job. So it’s not as if doing back-
ground checks or auditing gun sales is all that
they’re doing.

Part of my proposal is also developing better
technologies so that we can do tracing of shells




when a crime is committed in order to figure
out who exactly are the perpetrators of the
crime and where did they obtain the weapon.
So there’s a whole bunch of other elements to
this that are going to be important. But my
hope is, is that responsible gun dealers like
yourself and your organization are going to be
supportive of this proposal, because it should
actually help push away unscrupulous dealers,
and that means more customers for you guys.

Mr. Cooper. 1 want to bring in Mark Kelly.
As you know, a former astronaut, husband of
former Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords,
who, we're proud to say, is here tonight. Five
years ago this week in Tucson, Arizona, Con-
gresswoman Giffords was shot. Six others were
killed. Captain, your question?

Former Representative Gabrielle D. Giffords/Gun
Confiscation Fears

Q. Well, thank you for being here, Mr. Pres-
ident. As you know, Gabby and I are both gun
owners. We take gun ownership very seriously
and really think about the voices of responsible
gun owners in this debate. But I want to follow
up to something Father Pfleger said and your
answer to his question, and it’s about expanded
background checks. Often, what you hear in
the debate of expanding background checks to
more gun sales—and as you know, Gabby and
I are 100-percent behind the concept of some-
body getting a background check before buy-
ing a gun—but when we testified in front of
the Senate Judiciary Committee, we heard not
only from the gun lobby, but from United
States Senators that expanding background
checks will—not may—will lead to a registry,
which will lead to confiscation, which will lead
to a tyrannical Government.

So I would like you to explain, with 350 mil-
lion guns in 65 million places, households,
from Key West to Alaska—350 million objects
in 65 million places—if the Federal Govern-
ment wanted to confiscate those objects, how
would they do that? [Laughter]

The President. Well, look, first of all, every
time I see Gabby, I'm just so thrilled because I
had visited her in the hospital, and as I men-
tioned, I think, in the speech in the White
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House, as we left the hospital then to go to a
memorial service, we got word that Gabby had
opened her eyes for the first time. And we did
not think that she was going to be here, and
she is. And Mark has just been extraordinary.
And by the way, Mark’s twin brother is up in
space right now—{laughter]—and is breaking
the record for the longest continuous orbiting
of the planet, which is pretty impressive stuff.

What I think Mark is alluding to is what I
said earlier, this notion of a conspiracy out
there, and it gets wrapped up in concerns
about the Federal Government. Now, there’s a
long history of that. That’s in our DNA. The
United States was born suspicious of some dis-
tant authority.

Mr. Cooper. But let me just jump in—is it
fair to call it a conspiracy?

The President. Well, yes.

Mr. Cooper. I mean, there’s a lot of people
who really believe this deeply, that they just
don’t trust you.

The President. T'm sorry, Cooper, yes it is fair
to call it a conspiracy. What are you saying? Are
the—are you suggesting that the notion that we
are creating a plot to take everybody’s guns
away so that we can impose martial law.

Mr. Cooper. Not everybody, but there is
certainly a lot of people

The President. is a conspiracy? Yes, that
is a conspiracy. I would hope that you would
agree with that. Is that controversial, except on
some websites around the country?

Mr. Cooper. There are certainly a lot of peo-
ple who just have a fundamental distrust that
you do not want to get—go further and further
and further down this road.

The President. Look, I mean, I'm only going
to be here for another year. [Laughter] I don’t
know—when would I have started on this en-
terprise, right? [Laughter]

I come from the State of Illinois, which—
we've been talking about Chicago, but down-
state Illinois is closer to Kentucky than it is to
Chicago. And everybody hunts down there, and
a lot of folks own guns. And so this is not, like,
alien territory to me. I've got a lot of friends like
Mark who are hunters. I just came back from
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Alaska, where I ate a moose that had just been
shot, and it was pretty good. [Laughter]

So yes, it is a false notion that I believe is cir-
culated for either political reasons or commer-
cial reasons in order to prevent a coming to-
gether among people of good will to develop
commonsense rules that will make us safer
while preserving the Second Amendment.

And the notion that we can’t agree on some
things while not agreeing on others and the
reason for that is because, “Well, the President
secretly wants to do X,” would mean that we’d
be paralyzed about doing everything. I mean,
maybe when I propose to make sure that un-
safe drugs are taken off the market that, secret-
ly, I'm trying to control the entire drug indus-
try or take people’s drugs away. But probably
not. [Laughter] What’s more likely is, T just
want to make sure that people are not dying by
taking bad drugs.

Gun Control Legislation/2016 Presidential and
Congressional Elections

Mr. Cooper. You wrote an op-ed that just
got published.

The President. Yes.

Mr. Cooper. A lot of people probably have
not read it yet. One of the things you say in it is
that you are not going to campaign for, vote for
any candidate, regardless of what party they’re
in, if they do not support commonsense gun
reform.

The President. Yes. I meant what I said. And
the reason I said that is this: The majority of
people in this country are a lot more sensible
than what you see in Washington, and the rea-
son that Washington doesn’t work well in part
is because the loudest, shrillest voices, the least
compromising, the most powerful or those
with the most money have the most influence.

And the way Washington changes is when
people vote. And the way we break the dead-
lock on this issue is when Congress does not
have just a stranglehold on this debate—or, ex-
cuse me, the NRA does not have a stranglehold
on Congress in this debate, but it is balanced
by a whole bunch of folks: gun owners, law en-
forcement, the majority of the American peo-
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ple. When their voices are heard, then things
get done.

The proposals that we’ve put forward are a
version—a lawful, more narrow version—of
what was proposed by Joe Manchin and Sena-
tor Toomey of Pennsylvania, a Republican and
a Democrat, both of whom get straight-A
scores from the NRA. And somehow, after
Newtown, that did not pass the Senate. The
majority of Senators wanted it, but 90 percent
of Republicans voted against it. And T'll be
honest with you, 90 percent of those Senators
didn’t disagree with the proposal, but they
were fearful that it was going to affect them
during the election.

So all I'm saying is, is that this debate will
not change and get balanced out so that lawful
gun owners and their Second Amendment
rights are protected, but we're also creating a
pathway towards a safer set of communities—
it’s not going to change until those who are
concerned about violence are not as focused
and disciplined during election time as those
who are. And I'm going to throw my shoulders
behind folks who want to actually solve prob-
lems instead of just getting a high score from
an interest group.

Mr. Cooper. We have time for one more
question. And we talked about Chicago a little
bit. We haven’t really heard from young people
tonight—no offense to those who have spoken.
[Laughter] Because I'm in the same category
as you all. Sorry, Father.

The President. You're a kid.

Mr. Cooper. There’s a lot of kids, as you
know, growing up in Chicago, fearful of walk-
ing to school, fearful of coming home from
school.

The President. Yes.

Mr. Cooper. A lot of kids have been killed
on buses. There’s a lot of moms of kids who
have been killed in the streets of Chicago. And
I want you to meet Trey Bosley, He’s 18 years
old. He’s a high school student whose brother
Terrell was shot and killed nearly 10 years ago
while he was helping a friend in a church park-
ing lot. Terrell would have turned 28 years old
on this Tuesday. What’s your question, Trey?



Gun Violence Prevention Efforts/Gun Violence
Research

Q. Yes. As you said, I lost my brother a few
years ago—well, 10 years ago. And I've also
lost a countless amount of family members and
friends to gun violence as well. And just speak-
ing, growing up as a young Black teen in Chi-
cago, where you're surrounded by not only just
gun violence, but police brutality as well, most
of aren’t thinking of our life on a long-term
scale. Most of us are either thinking day to day,
hour to hour, for some, even minute to minute.
I want to thank you for your stand against gun
violence for not only the victims of gun vio-
lence, but those on the verge of being victims
of gun violence. And my question to you is,
what is your advice to those youth growing up
surrounded by poverty and gun violence?

The President. Well, first of all, Terell, I
couldn’t be prouder of you. And I know—is
that your momma next to you? I know she’s
proud of you right now. [Laughter] So good
job, Mom.

When I see you, Terrell, I think I about my
own——

Mr. Cooper. Trey.

The President. Excuse me—Trey. When I
see you, I think about my own youth, because I
wasn’t that different from you. Probably not as
articulate and maybe more of a goof-off. But
the main difference was, I lived in a more for-
giving environment. If I screwed up, I wasn’t at
risk of getting shot. I'd get a second chance.
There were a bunch of folks who were looking
out for me, and there weren't a lot of guns on
the streets. And that’s how all kids should be
growing up, wherever they live.

I mean, my main advice to you is to continue
to be an outstanding role model for the young
ones who are coming up behind you. Keep lis-
tening to your mom. Work hard and get an ed-
ucation. Understand that high school and
whatever peer pressure or restrictions you’re
under right now won’t matter by the time
you're a full adult and what matters is your fu-
ture. But what I also want to say to you is, is
that you're really important to the future of this
country.
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And I think it is critical in this debate to un-
derstand that it’s not just inner-city kids who
are at risk in these situations. Out of the 30,000
deaths due to gun violence, about two-thirds of
them are actually suicides. Now, that’s part of
the reason why we've—are investing more
heavily also in mental health under my propos-
al.

But while the majority of victims of gun ho-
micide are Black or Hispanic, the overwhelm-
ing majority of suicides by young people are
White. And those, too, are tragedies. Those,
too, are preventable. I'm the father of two out-
standing young women, but being a teenager is
tough. And we've all—remember the times
where you get confused, you're angry, and
then the next thing you know, if you have ac-
cess to a firearm, what kind of bad decisions
you might make. So those are deaths we also
want to prevent.

Accidental shootings are also deaths we
want to prevent. And we’re not going to pre-
vent all of them. But we can do better. We're
not going to, through this initiative alone, solve
all the problems of inner-city crime. Some of
that, as I said, has to do with investing in these
communities and making sure there’s good ed-
ucation and jobs and opportunity and great
parents. And moral responsibility and ethical
behavior and instilling that in our kids, that’s
going to be important.

So this is not a proposal to solve every prob-
lem. It's a modest way of us getting started on
improving the prospects of young men and
young women like you, the same way we try to
improve every other aspect of our lives. That’s
all it is.

And if we get started—as I said before, it
used to be, people didn’t wear seatbelts, didn’t
have airbags. It takes 20, 30 years, but you
look, and then you realize all these amazing
lives of young people like this who are contrib-
uting to our society because we came together
in a practical way, looking at evidence, looking
at data, and figured out: How can we make that
work better?

Right now Congress prohibits us even study-
ing, through the Center for Disease Control,
ways in which we could reduce gun violence.
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That’s how crazy this thing has become. Let’s
at least figure out what works. And some of the
proposals that I'm making may turn out are not
as effective as others. But at least let’s figure it
out; let’s try some things. Let’s not just assume
that every few weeks there’s a mass shooting
that gets publicity, every few months there’s
one that gets national publicity, every day
there are a whole bunch of folks shot on streets
around the country that we don’t even hear
about. That is not something that we can be
satisfied with.

And part of my faith and hope in America is
just that—not that we achieve a perfect Union,
but that we get better. And we can do better
than we’re doing right now if we come together.

So thank you.

Mr. Cooper. Mr. President, thank you very
much for your time. [Inaudible]

The President. Appreciate it very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8 p.m. in Dew-
berry Hall of the George W. Johnson Center
at George Mason University. In his remarks,
he referred to Attorney General Loretta E.
Lynch; Min Yingjun, who was arrested for
stabbing 22 children outside their school in
the village of Chengping in Henan Province,
China, on December 14, 2012; Ronald L.
Stewart, former chief executive officer, Colt
Manufacturing Co.; Cmdr. Scott J. Kelly,
crewmember, International Space Station;
and Pamela Bosley, mother of Terrell Bosley,
who was killed in a shooting in Chicago, IL, on
April 4, 2006. He also referred to his nieces
Savit and Suhaila Ng and nephews Aaron L.
and Austin Robinson. The related memoran-
dum of January 4 promoting smart-gun tech-
nology is listed in Appendix D at the end of
this volume.

Message to the House of Representatives Returning Without Approval the
Restoring Americans’ Healthcare Freedom Reconciliation Act of 2015

January 8, 2016

To the House of Representatives:

I am returning herewith without my approv-
al H.R. 3762, which provides for reconciliation
pursuant to section 2002 of the concurrent res-
olution on the budget for fiscal year 2016,
herein referred to as the Reconciliation Act.
This legislation would not only repeal parts of
the Affordable Care Act, but would reverse the
significant progress we have made in improv-
ing health care in America. The Affordable
Care Act includes a set of fairer rules and
stronger consumer protections that have made
health care coverage more affordable, more at-
tainable, and more patient centered. And it is
working. About 17.6 million Americans have
gained health care coverage as the law’s cover-
age provisions have taken effect. The Nation’s
uninsured rate now stands at its lowest level
ever, and demand for Marketplace coverage
during December 2015 was at an all-time high.
Health care costs are lower than expected
when the law was passed, and health care qual-
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ity is higher—with improvements in patient
safety saving an estimated 87,000 lives. Health
care has changed for the better, setting this
country on a smarter, stronger course.

The Reconciliation Act would reverse that
course. The Congressional Budget Office esti-
mates that the legislation would increase the
number of uninsured Americans by 22 million
after 2017. The Council of Economic Advisers
estimates that this reduction in health care
coverage could mean, each year, more than
900,000 fewer people getting all their needed
care, more than 1.2 million additional people
having trouble paying other bills due to higher
medical costs, and potentially more than
10,000 additional deaths. This legislation
would cost millions of hard-working middle-
class families the security of affordable health
coverage they deserve. Reliable health care
coverage would no longer be a right for every-
one: it would return to being a privilege for a
few.



The legislation’s implications extend far be-
yond those who would become uninsured. For
example, about 150 million Americans with
employer-based insurance would be at risk of
higher premiums and lower wages. And it
would cause the cost of health coverage for
people buying it on their own to skyrocket.

The Reconciliation Act would also effective-
ly defund Planned Parenthood. Planned Par-
enthood uses both Federal and non-federal
funds to provide a range of important preven-
tive care and health services, including health
screenings, vaccinations, and check-ups to mil-
lions of men and women who visit their health
centers annually. Longstanding Federal policy
already prohibits the use of Federal funds for
abortions, except in cases of rape or incest or
when the life of the woman would be endan-
gered. By eliminating Federal Medicaid fund-
ing for a major provider of health care, H.R.

The President’s Weekly Address
January 9, 2016

Hi, everybody. Seven years ago, the Ameri-
can auto industry was on the brink of collapse.
Plants were closing. Hundreds of thousands of
workers were getting laid off from jobs that
had been their ticket to a middle class life. And
as the pain spread across the country, another
1 million Americans would have lost their jobs
in the middle of the worst economic crisis of
our lifetimes.

Some said it was too late to turn things
around. But I refused to turn my back on so
many of the workers that I had met. Instead, I
placed my bet on American workers. I placed
my bet on American manufacturing. In ex-
change for help, we demanded responsibility.
We said the auto industry would have to truly
change, not just pretend that it did. We got la-
bor and management to settle their differenc-
es. We got the industry to retool and restruc-
ture. Everyone had some skin in the game.

Our plan wasn’t popular. Critics said it was a
“road to socialism,” or a “disaster” waiting to
happen. But I'd make that bet again any day of
the week. Because today, the American auto
industry is back. Since our plan went into ef-
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3762 would limit access to health care for men,
women, and families across the Nation, and
would disproportionately impact low-income
individuals.

Republicans in the Congress have attempt-
ed to repeal or undermine the Affordable Care
Act over 50 times. Rather than refighting old
political battles by once again voting to repeal
basic protections that provide security for the
middle class, Members of Congress should be
working together to grow the economy,
strengthen middle-class families, and create
new jobs. Because of the harm this bill would
cause to the health and financial security of
millions of Americans, it has earned my veto.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
January 8, 2016.

fect, our automakers have added more than
640,000 new jobs. We've cut the Detroit-area
unemployment rate by more than half. The Big
Three automakers are raising wages. Seven
years ago, auto sales hit a 27-year low. Last
year, they hit an alltime high. Later this month,
I'll visit the Detroit Auto Show to see this prog-
ress firsthand. Because I believe that every
American should be proud of what our most
iconic industry has done.

It's not unlike what America overall has
done these past 7 years. Our businesses are
now on a 70-month streak of job creation, with
more than 14 million new jobs in all. We've re-
vamped our schools and the way we pay for
college. We've made historic investments in
clean energy and put ourselves on a path to a
low-carbon future. We've brought more than
17 million Americans into our health care sys-
tem, seen health care prices grow at the lowest
rate in 50 years, and covered more than 90 per-
cent of our people for the very first time.
We've even cut our deficits by nearly 75 per-
cent in the process.
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The point is, America can do anything. Even
in times of great challenge and change, our fu-
ture is entirely up to us. That’s been on my
mind while I'm writing my final State of the
Union Address. And on Tuesday, I'm going to
talk about the choices we have to make to set
this country firmly on an even better, brighter
course for decades to come.

Thanks, and have a great weekend.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 3:10 p.m. on January 8 in the Grand
Foyer at the White House for broadcast on
January 9. The transcript was made available
by the Office of the Press Secretary on January
8, but was embargoed for release until 6 a.m.
on January 9. The Office of the Press Secretary
also released a Spanish language transcript of
this address.

Address Before a Joint Session of the Congress on the State of the Union

January 12, 2016

Thank you. Mr. Speaker, Mr. Vice Presi-
dent, Members of Congress, my fellow Ameri-
cans: Tonight marks the eighth year that I've
come here to report on the state of the Union.
And for this final one, I'm going to try to make
it a little shorter. I know some of you are antsy
to get back to Iowa. [Laughter] I've been
there. T'll be shaking hands afterwards if you
want some tips. [Laughter]

Now, I understand that because it’s an elec-
tion season, expectations for what we will
achieve this year are low. But, Mr. Speaker, I
appreciate the constructive approach that you
and other leaders took at the end of last year to
pass a budget and make tax cuts permanent for
working families. So I hope we can work to-
gether this year on some bipartisan priorities
like criminal justice reform and helping people
who are battling prescription drug abuse and
heroin abuse. So, who knows, we might sur-
prise the cynics again.

But tonight I want to go easy on the tradi-
tional list of proposals for the year ahead.
Don’t worry, I've got plenty—(laughter]—
from helping students learn to write computer
code to personalizing medical treatments for
patients. And I will keep pushing for progress
on the work that I believe still needs to be
done: fixing a broken immigration system, pro-
tecting our kids from gun violence, equal pay
for equal work, paid leave, raising the mini-
mum wage. All these things still matter to
hard-working families. They're still the right
thing to do. And I won’t let up until they get
done.
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But for my final address to this Chamber, I
don’t want to just talk about next year. I want
to focus on the next 5 years, the next 10 years,
and beyond. I want to focus on our future.

We live in a time of extraordinary change,
change that’s reshaping the way we live, the
way we work, our planet, our place in the
world. It’s change that promises amazing med-
ical breakthroughs, but also economic disrup-
tions that strain working families. It promises
education for girls in the most remote villages,
but also connects terrorists plotting an ocean
away. It's change that can broaden opportunity
or widen inequality. And whether we like it or
not, the pace of this change will only acceler-
ate.

America has been through big changes be-
fore: wars and depression, the influx of new
immigrants, workers fighting for a fair deal,
movements to expand civil rights. Each time,
there have been those who told us to fear the
future; who claimed we could slam the brakes
on change; who promised to restore past glory
if we just got some group or idea that was
threatening America under control. And each
time, we overcame those fears. We did not, in
the words of Lincoln, adhere to the “dogmas of
the quiet past.” Instead, we thought anew and
acted anew. We made change work for us, al-
ways extending America’s promise outward, to
the next frontier, to more people. And because
we did, because we saw opportunity with a—
where others saw peril, we emerged stronger
and better than before.

What was true then can be true now. Our
unique strengths as a nation—our optimism



and work ethic, our spirit of discovery, our di-
versity, our commitment to rule of law—these
things give us everything we need to ensure
prosperity and security for generations to
come.

In fact, it’s in that spirit that we have made
progress these past 7 years. That’s how we re-
covered from the worst economic crisis in gen-
erations. That’s how we reformed our health
care system and reinvented our energy sector.
That’s how we delivered more care and bene-
fits to our troops coming home and our veter-
ans. That’s how we secured the freedom in ev-
ery State to marry the person we love.

But such progress is not inevitable. It’s the
result of choices we make together. And we
face such choices right now. Will we respond
to the changes of our time with fear, turning
inward as a nation, turning against each other
as a people? Or will we face the future with
confidence in who we are, in what we stand
for, in the incredible things that we can do to-
gether?

So let’s talk about the future and four big
questions that I believe we as a country have to
answer, regardless of who the next President is
or who controls the next Congress. First, how
do we give everyone a fair shot at opportunity
and security in this new economy? Second,
how do we make technology work for us and
not against us, especially when it comes to solv-
ing urgent challenges like climate change?
Third, how do we keep America safe and lead
the world without becoming its policeman?
And finally, how can we make our politics re-
flect what's best in us and not what’s worst?

Let me start with the economy and a basic
fact: The United States of America right now
has the strongest, most durable economy in the
world. We're in the middle of the longest
streak of private sector job creation in history.
More than 14 million new jobs, the strongest 2
years of job growth since the 1990s, an unem-
ployment rate cut in half. Our auto industry
just had its best year ever. That’s just part of a
manufacturing surge that's created nearly
900,000 new jobs in the past 6 years. And
we’ve done all this while cutting our deficits by
almost three-quarters.
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Anyone claiming that America’s economy is
in decline is peddling fiction. Now, what is
true—and the reason that a lot of Americans
feel anxious—is that the economy has been
changing in profound ways, changes that start-
ed long before the great recession hit, changes
that have not let up.

Today, technology doesn't just replace jobs
on the assembly line, but any job where work
can be automated. Companies in a global
economy can locate anywhere, and they face
tougher competition. As a result, workers have
less leverage for a raise. Companies have less
loyalty to their communities. And more and
more wealth and income is concentrated at the
very top.

All these trends have squeezed workers,
even when they have jobs, even when the
economy is growing. It’s made it harder for a
hard-working family to pull itself out of pover-
ty, harder for young people to start their ca-
reers, tougher for workers to retire when they
want to. And although none of these trends are
unique to America, they do offend our unique-
ly American belief that everybody who works
hard should get a fair shot.

For the past 7 years, our goal has been a
growing economy that also works better for ev-
erybody. We’ve made progress, but we need to
make more. And despite all the political argu-
ments that we've had these past few years,
there are actually some areas where Americans
broadly agree.

We agree that real opportunity requires ev-
ery American to get the education and training
they need to land a good-paying job. The bi-
partisan reform of No Child Left Behind was
an important start, and together, we've in-
creased early childhood education, lifted high
school graduation rates to new highs, boosted
graduates in fields like engineering. In the
coming years, we should build on that prog-
ress, by providing pre-K for all and offering ev-
ery student the hands-on computer science
and math classes that make them job-ready on
day one. We should recruit and support more
great teachers for our kids.

And we have to make college affordable for
every American. No hard-working student

27



Jan. 12 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2016

should be stuck in the red. We've already re-
duced student loan payments by—to 10 per-
cent of a borrower’s income. And that’s good.
But now we've actually got to cut the cost of
college. Providing 2 years of community col-
lege at no cost for every responsible student is
one of the best ways to do that, and I'm going
to keep fighting to get that started this year. It’s
the right thing to do.

But a great education isn’t all we need in
this new economy. We also need benefits and
protections that provide a basic measure of se-
curity. It’s not too much of a stretch to say that
some of the only people in America who are
going to work the same job, in the same place,
with a health and retirement package for 30
years are sitting in this Chamber. [Laughter]
For everyone else, especially folks in their for-
ties and fifties, saving for retirement or bounc-
ing back from job loss has gotten a lot tougher.
Americans understand that at some point in
their careers, in this new economy, they may
have to retool, they may have to retrain. But
they shouldn’t lose what they've already
worked so hard to build in the process.

That’s why Social Security and Medicare are
more important than ever. We shouldn’t weak-
en them, we should strengthen them. And for
Americans short of retirement, basic benefits
should be just as mobile as everything else is
today. That, by the way, is what the Affordable
Care Act is all about. It’s about filling the gaps
in employer-based care so that when you lose a
job or you go back to school or you strike out
and launch that new business, you'll still have
coverage. Nearly 18 million people have
gained coverage so far. And in the process,
health care inflation has slowed. And our busi-
nesses have created jobs every single month
since it became law.

Now, I'm guessing we won’t agree on health
care anytime soon, but—[laughter]—a little
applause back there. [Laughter] Just a guess.
But there should be other ways parties can
work together to improve economic security.
Say a hard-working American loses his job. We
shouldn’t just make sure that he can get unem-
ployment insurance, we should make sure that
program encourages him to retrain for a busi-
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ness that’s ready to hire him. If that new job
doesn’t pay as much, there should be a system
of wage insurance in place so that he can still
pay his bills. And even if he’s going from job to
job, he should still be able to save for retire-
ment and take his savings with him. That’s the
way we make the new economy work better for
everybody.

I also know Speaker Ryan has talked about
his interest in tackling poverty. America is
about giving everybody willing to work a
chance, a hand up. And I'd welcome a serious
discussion about strategies we can all support,
like expanding tax cuts for low-income workers
who don’t have children.

But there are some areas where—we just
have to be honest—it has been difficult to find
agreement over the last 7 years. And a lot of
them fall under the category of what role the
Government should play in making sure the
system’s not rigged in favor of the wealthiest
and biggest corporations. And it’'s an honest
disagreement, and the American people have a
choice to make.

I believe a thriving private sector is the life-
blood of our economy. I think there are outdat-
ed regulations that need to be changed. There
is redtape that needs to be cut. [Applause]
There you go! Yes! See? But after years now of
record corporate profits, working families
won’t get more opportunity or bigger pay-
checks just by letting big banks or big oil or
hedge funds make their own rules at everybody
else’s expense. Middle class families are not
going to feel more secure because we allowed
attacks on collective bargaining to go unan-
swered. Food stamp recipients did not cause
the financial crisis; recklessness on Wall Street
did. Immigrants aren’t the principal reason
wages haven’t gone up; those decisions are
made in the boardrooms that all too often put
quarterly earnings over long-term returns. It’s
sure not the average family watching tonight
that avoids paying taxes through offshore ac-
counts. [Laughter]

The point is, I believe that in this new econ-
omy, workers and startups and small business-
es need more of a voice, not less. The rules
should work for them. And I'm not alone in



this. This year, I plan to lift up the many busi-
nesses who have figured out that doing right by
their workers or their customers or their com-
munities ends up being good for their share-
holders. And I want to spread those best prac-
tices across America. That’s part of a brighter
future.

In fact, it turns out many of our best corpo-
rate citizens are also our most creative. And
this brings me to the second big question we as
a country have to answer: How do we reignite
that spirit of innovation to meet our biggest
challenges?

Sixty years ago, when the Russians beat us
into space, we didn’t deny Sputnik was up
there. [Laughter] We didn’t argue about the
science or shrink our research and develop-
ment budget. We built a space program almost
overnight. And 12 years later, we were walking
on the Moon.

Now, that spirit of discovery is in our DNA.
America is Thomas Edison and the Wright
Brothers and George Washington Carver.
America is Grace Hopper and Katherine John-
son and Sally Ride. America is every immigrant
and entrepreneur from Boston to Austin to Sil-
icon Valley racing to shape a better future.
That’s who we are.

And over the past 7 years, we've nurtured
that spirit. We've protected an open Internet
and taken bold new steps to get more students
and low-income Americans online. We've
launched next-generation manufacturing hubs
and online tools that give an entrepreneur ev-
erything he or she needs to start a business in a
single day. But we can do so much more.

Last year, Vice President Biden said that
with a new moonshot, America can cure can-
cer. Last month, he worked with this Congress
to give scientists at the National Institutes of
Health the strongest resources that they’ve had
in over a decade. Well—so tonight I'm an-
nouncing a new national effort to get it done.
And because he’s gone to the mat for all of us
on so many issues over the past 40 years, I'm
putting Joe in charge of mission control. For
the loved ones we've all lost, for the families
that we can still save, let’s make America the
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country that cures cancer once and for all.
What do you say, Joe? Let’s make it happen.

Now, medical research is critical. We need
the same level of commitment when it comes
to developing clean energy sources. Look, if
anybody still wants to dispute the science
around climate change, have at it. [Laughter]
You will be pretty lonely, because you'll be de-
bating our military, most of America’s business
leaders, the majority of the American people,
almost the entire scientific community, and
200 nations around the world who agree it’s a
problem and intend to solve it. But even if the
planet wasn’t at stake, even if 2014 wasn’t the
warmest year on record—until 2015 turned
out to be even hotter—why would we want to
pass up the chance for American businesses to
produce and sell the energy of the future?

Listen, 7 years ago, we made the single big-
gest investment in clean energy in our history.
Here are the results. In fields from Iowa to
Texas, wind power is now cheaper than dirtier,
conventional power. On rooftops from Arizona
to New York, solar is saving Americans tens of
millions of dollars a year on their energy bills
and employs more Americans than coal in jobs
that pay better than average. We're taking steps
to give homeowners the freedom to generate
and store their own energy, something, by the
way, that environmentalists and Tea Partiers
have teamed up to support. And meanwhile,
we’ve cut our imports of foreign oil by nearly 60
percent and cut carbon pollution more than any
other country on Earth. Gas under 2 bucks a
gallon ain’t bad either. [Laughter]

Now we’ve got to accelerate the transition
away from old, dirtier energy sources. Rather
than subsidize the past, we should invest in the
future, especially in communities that rely on
fossil fuels. We do them no favor when we
don’t show them where the trends are going.
And that’s why I'm going to push to change the
way we manage our oil and coal resources so
that they better reflect the costs they impose
on taxpayers and our planet. And that way, we
put money back into those communities and
put tens of thousands of Americans to work
building a 21st-century transportation system.
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Now, none of this is going to happen over-
night. And yes, there are plenty of entrenched
interests who want to protect the status quo.
But the jobs we’ll create, the money we’ll save,
the planet we’ll preserve—that is the kind of
future our kids and our grandkids deserve. And
it’s within our grasp.

Now, climate change is just one of many is-
sues where our security is linked to the rest of
the world. And that’s why the third big ques-
tion that we have to answer together is how to
keep America safe and strong without either
isolating ourselves or trying to nation-build ev-
erywhere there’s a problem.

Now, I told you earlier all the talk of Ameri-
ca’s economic decline is political hot air. Well,
so is all the rhetoric you hear about our ene-
mies getting stronger and America getting
weaker. Let me tell you something: The Unit-
ed States of America is the most powerful na-
tion on Earth. Period. [Applause] Period. It's
not even close. [Applause] It’s not even close.
It’s not even close. We spend more on our mil-
itary than the next eight nations combined.
Our troops are the finest fighting force in the
history of the world. [Applause] All right. No
nation attacks us directly, or our allies, because
they know that’s the path to ruin. Surveys show
our standing around the world is higher than
when I was elected to this office, and when it
comes to every important international issue,
people of the world do not look to Beijing or
Moscow to lead. They call us. So I think it’s
useful to level set here, because when we
don’t, we don’t make good decisions.

Now, as someone who begins every day with
an intelligence briefing, I know this is a dan-
gerous time. But that’s not primarily because
of some looming superpower out there, and it’s
certainly not because of diminished American
strength. In today’s world, we're threatened
less by evil empires and more by failing states.

The Middle East is going through a transfor-
mation that will play out for a generation, root-
ed in conflicts that date back millennia. Eco-
nomic headwinds are blowing in from a Chi-
nese economy that is in significant transition.
Even as their economy severely contracts, Rus-
sia is pouring resources in to prop up Ukraine
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and Syria, client states that they saw slipping
away from their orbit. And the international
system we built after World War II is now
struggling to keep pace with this new reality.
It’s up to us, the United States of America, to
help remake that system. And to do that well, it
means that we’ve got to set priorities.

Priority number one is protecting the Amer-
ican people and going after terrorist networks.
Both Al Qaida and now ISIL pose a direct
threat to our people, because in today’s world,
even a handful of terrorists who place no value
on human life, including their own, can do a lot
of damage. They use the Internet to poison the
minds of individuals inside our country. Their
actions undermine and destabilize our allies.
We have to take them out.

But as we focus on destroying ISIL, over-
the-top claims that this is World War IIT just
play into their hands. Masses of fighters on the
back of pickup trucks, twisted souls plotting in
apartments or garages, they pose an enormous
danger to civilians; they have to be stopped.
But they do not threaten our national exis-
tence. That is the story ISIL wants to tell.
That’s the kind of propaganda they use to re-
cruit. We don’t need to build them up to show
that were serious, and we sure don’t need to
push away vital allies in this fight by echoing
the lie that ISIL is somehow representative of
one of the world’s largest religions. We just
need to call them what they are: killers and fa-
natics who have to be rooted out, hunted
down, and destroyed.

And that’s exactly what we’re doing. For
more than a year, America has led a coalition
of more than 60 countries to cut off ISIL’s fi-
nancing, disrupt their plots, stop the flow of
terrorist fighters, and stamp out their vicious
ideology. With nearly 10,000 airstrikes, we're
taking out their leadership, their oil, their
training camps, their weapons. We're training,
arming, and supporting forces who are steadily
reclaiming territory in Iraq and Syria.

If this Congress is serious about winning this
war and wants to send a message to our troops
and the world, authorize the use of military
force against ISIL. Take a vote. [Applause]
Take a vote. But the American people should



know that with or without congressional action,
ISIL will learn the same lessons as terrorists
before them. If you doubt America’s commit-
ment—or mine—to see that justice is done,
just ask Usama bin Laden. Ask the leader of Al
Qaida in Yemen, who was taken out last year,
or the perpetrator of the Benghazi attacks, who
sits in a prison cell. When you come after
Americans, we go after you. And it may take
time, but we have long memories, and our
reach has no limits.

Our foreign policy has to be focused on the
threat from ISIL and Al Qaida, but it can’t stop
there. For even without ISIL, even without Al
Qaida, instability will continue for decades in
many parts of the world: in the Middle East, in
Afghanistan and parts of Pakistan, in parts of
Central America and Africa and Asia. Some of
these places may become safe havens for new
terrorist networks. Others will just fall victim
to ethnic conflict or famine, feeding the next
wave of refugees. The world will look to us to
help solve these problems, and our answer
needs to be more than tough talk or calls to
carpet-bomb civilians. That may work as a TV
sound bite, but it doesn’t pass muster on the
world stage.

We also can’t try to take over and rebuild ev-
ery country that falls into crisis, even if it’s
done with the best of intentions. That’s not
leadership; that’s a recipe for quagmire, spill-
ing American blood and treasure that ultimate-
ly will weaken us. It’s the lesson of Vietnam; it’s
the lesson of Iraq. And we should have learned
it by now.

Now, fortunately there is a smarter ap-
proach: a patient and disciplined strategy that
uses every element of our national power. It
says America will always act, alone if necessary,
to protect our people and our allies, but on is-
sues of global concern, we will mobilize the
world to work with us and make sure other
countries pull their own weight. That’s our ap-
proach to conflicts like Syria, where we're part-
nering with local forces and leading interna-
tional efforts to help that broken society pur-
sue a lasting peace.

That’s why we built a global coalition, with
sanctions and principled diplomacy, to prevent
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a nuclear-armed Iran. And as we speak, Iran
has rolled back its nuclear program, shipped
out its uranium stockpile, and the world has
avoided another war.

That’s how we stopped the spread of Ebola
in West Africa. Our military, our doctors, our
development workers—they were heroic; they
set up the platform that then allowed other
countries to join in behind us and stamp out
that epidemic. Hundreds of thousands, maybe
a couple million, lives were saved.

That's how we forged a Trans-Pacific Part-
nership to open markets and protect workers
and the environment and advance American
leadership in Asia. It cuts 18,000 taxes on prod-
ucts made in America, which will then support
more good jobs here in America. With TPP,
China does not set the rules in that region, we
do. You want to show our strength in this new
century? Approve this agreement. Give us the
tools to enforce it. It’s the right thing to do.

Let me give you another example. Fifty
years of isolating Cuba had failed to promote
democracy. It set us back in Latin America.
That’s why we restored diplomatic relations,
opened the door to travel and commerce, posi-
tioned ourselves to improve the lives of the
Cuban people. So if you want to consolidate
our leadership and credibility in the hemi-
sphere, recognize that the cold war is over. Lift
the embargo.

The point is, American leadership in the
21st century is not a choice between ignoring
the rest of the world—except when we kill ter-
rorists—or occupying and rebuilding whatever
society is unraveling. Leadership means a wise
application of military power and rallying the
world behind causes that are right. It means
seeing our foreign assistance as a part of our
national security, not something separate, not
charity.

When we lead nearly 200 nations to the
most ambitious agreement in history to fight
climate change, yes, that helps vulnerable
countries, but it also protects our kids. When
we help Ukraine defend its democracy or Co-
lombia resolve a decades-long war, that
strengthens the international order we depend
on. When we help African countries feed their
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people and care for the sick, it’s the right thing
to do, and it prevents the next pandemic from
reaching our shores. Right now we’re on track
to end the scourge of HIV/AIDS. That’s within
our grasp. And we have the chance to accom-
plish the same thing with malaria, something
I'll be pushing this Congress to fund this year.

That’s American strength. That’s American
leadership. And that kind of leadership de-
pends on the power of our example. That’s why
I will keep working to shut down the prison at
Guantanamo. It is expensive, it is unnecessary,
and it only serves as a recruitment brochure for
our enemies. There’s a better way.

And that’s why we need to reject any poli-
tics—any politics—that targets people because
of race or religion. Let me just say this. This is
not a matter of political correctness, this is a
matter of understanding just what it is that
makes us strong. The world respects us not just
for our arsenal, it respects us for our diversity
and our openness and the way we respect ev-
ery faith.

His Holiness Pope Francis told this body
from the very spot that I'm standing on tonight
that “to imitate the hatred and violence of ty-
rants and murderers is the best way to take
their place.” When politicians insult Muslims,
whether abroad or our fellow citizens, when a
mosque is vandalized or a kid is called names,
that doesn’t make us safer. That’s not telling it
what—telling it like it is. It’s just wrong. It di-
minishes us in the eyes of the world. It makes it
harder to achieve our goals. It betrays who we
are as a country.

“We the People.” Our Constitution begins
with those three simple words, words we've
come to recognize mean all the people, not just
some; words that insist we rise and fall togeth-
er, that that’s how we might perfect our Union.
And that brings me to the fourth and maybe
most important thing that I want to say tonight.

The future we want—all of us want—oppor-
tunity and security for our families, a rising
standard of living, a sustainable, peaceful plan-
et for our kids—all that is within our reach. But
it will only happen if we work together. It will
only happen if we can have rational, construc-
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tive debates. It will only happen if we fix our
politics.

A better politics doesn’t mean we have to
agree on everything. This is a big country: dif-
ferent regions, different attitudes, different in-
terests. That's one of our strengths too. Our
Founders distributed power between States
and branches of government and expected us
to argue, just as they did, fiercely, over the size
and shape of government, over commerce and
foreign relations, over the meaning of liberty
and the imperatives of security.

But democracy does require basic bonds of
trust between its citizens. It doesn’t work if we
think the people who disagree with us are all
motivated by malice. It doesn’t work if we
think that our political opponents are unpatri-
otic or trying to weaken America. Democracy
grinds to a halt without a willingness to com-
promise or when even basic facts are contested
or when we listen only to those who agree with
us. Our public life withers when only the most
extreme voices get all the attention. And most
of all, democracy breaks down when the aver-
age person feels their voice doesn’t matter,
that the system is rigged in favor of the rich or
the powerful or some special interest.

Too many Americans feel that way right
now. It’s one of the few regrets of my Presi-
dency: that the rancor and suspicion between
the parties has gotten worse instead of better. I
have no doubt, a President with the gifts of
Lincoln or Roosevelt might have better
bridged the divide, and I guarantee, I'll keep
trying to be better so long as I hold this office.

But, my fellow Americans, this cannot be
my task—or any President’s—alone. There are
a whole lot of folks in this Chamber, good peo-
ple, who would like to see more cooperation,
would like to see a more elevated debate in
Washington, but feel trapped by the impera-
tives of getting elected, by the noise coming
out of your base. I know; you've told me. It’s
the worst kept secret in Washington. And a lot
of you aren’t enjoying being trapped in that
kind of rancor.

But that means if we want a better politics—
and I'm addressing the American people
now—if we want a better politics, it'’s not




enough just to change a Congressman or
change a Senator or even change a President.
We have to change the system to reflect our
better selves.

I think we've got to end the practice of
drawing our congressional districts so that poli-
ticians can pick their voters and not the other
way around. Let a bipartisan group do it.

I believe we've got to reduce the influence
of money in our politics so that a handful of
families or hidden interests can’t bankroll our
elections. And if our existing approach to cam-
paign finance reform can’t pass muster in the
courts, we need to work together to find a real
solution. Because it’s a problem. And most of
you don’t like raising money. [Laughter] 1
know. I've done it.

We've got to make it easier to vote, not
harder. We need to modernize it for the way
we live now. This is America: We want to make
it easier for people to participate. And over the
course of this year, I intend to travel the coun-
try to push for reforms that do just that.

But I can’t do these things on my own.
Changes in our political process—in not just
who gets elected, but how they get elected—
that will only happen when the American peo-
ple demand it. It depends on you. That’s what’s
meant by a government of, by, and for the peo-
ple.

What I'm suggesting is hard. It’s a lot easier
to be cynical; to accept that change is not possi-
ble and politics is hopeless and the problem is
all the folks who are elected dont care; and to
believe that our voices and our actions don’t
matter. But if we give up now, then we forsake
a better future. Those with money and power
will gain greater control over the decisions that
could send a young soldier to war or allow an-
other economic disaster or roll back the equal
rights and voting rights that generations of
Americans have fought, even died, to secure.
And then, as frustration grows, there will be
voices urging us to fall back into our respective
tribes, to scapegoat fellow citizens who don’t
look like us or pray like us or vote like we do or
share the same background.

We can’t afford to go down that path. It
won’t deliver the economy we want. It will not
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produce the security we want. But most of all,
it contradicts everything that makes us the en-
vy of the world.

So, my fellow Americans, whatever you may
believe, whether you prefer one party or no
party, whether you supported my agenda or
fought as hard as you could against it, our col-
lective futures depends on your willingness to
uphold your duties as a citizen. To vote. To
speak out. To stand up for others, especially
the weak, especially the vulnerable, knowing
that each of us is only here because somebody,
somewhere, stood up for us. We need every
American to stay active in our public life—and
not just during election time—so that our pub-
lic life reflects the goodness and the decency
that I see in the American people every single
day.

It is not easy. Our brand of democracy is
hard. But I can promise that a little over a year
from now, when I no longer hold this office, I
will be right there with you as a citizen, in-
spired by those voices of fairness and vision, of
grit and good humor and kindness, that have
helped America travel so far. Voices that help
us see ourselves not, first and foremost, as
Black or White or Asian or Latino, not as gay or
straight, immigrant or native born, not Demo-
crat or Republican, but as Americans first,
bound by a common creed. Voices Dr. King
believed would have the final word: voices of
“unarmed truth and unconditional love.”

And they’re out there, those voices. They
don’t get a lot of attention; they don’t seek a lot
of fanfare; but they’re busy doing the work this
country needs doing. I see them everywhere I
travel in this incredible country of ours. I see
you, the American people. And in your daily
acts of citizenship, I see our future unfolding.

I see it in the worker on the assembly line
who clocked extra shifts to keep his company
open and the boss who pays him higher wages
instead of laying him off. I see it in the dream-
er who stays up late at night to finish her sci-
ence project and the teacher who comes in
early, maybe with some extra supplies that she
bought because she knows that that young girl
might someday cure a disease.
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I see it in the American who served his time,
made bad mistakes as a child, but now is
dreaming of starting over. And I see it in the
business owner who gives him that second
chance. The protester determined to prove
that justice matters and the young cop walking
the beat, treating everybody with respect, do-
ing the brave, quiet work of keeping us safe.

I see it in the soldier who gives almost every-
thing to save his brothers, the nurse who tends
to him till he can run a marathon, the commu-
nity that lines up to cheer him on. It’s the son
who finds the courage to come out as who he is
and the father whose love for that son over-
rides everything he’s been taught.

I see it in the elderly woman who will wait in
line to cast her vote as long as she has to, the
new citizen who casts his vote for the first time,
the volunteers at the polls who believe every
vote should count. Because each of them, in
different ways, know how much that precious
right is worth.

That’s the America I know. That’s the coun-
try we love: clear eyed, big hearted, undaunted

by challenge. Optimistic that unarmed truth
and unconditional love will have the final word.
That’s what makes me so hopeful about our fu-
ture. I believe in change because I believe in
you, the American people. And that’s why I
stand here as confident as I have ever been
that the state of our Union is strong.

Thank you. God bless you. God bless the
United States of America. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:10 p.m. in the
House Chamber of the U.S. Capitol. In his re-
marks, he referred to Speaker of the House of
Representatives Paul D. Ryan; Katherine G.
Johnson, former physicist and research mathe-
matician, National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration; and Ahmed Abu Khattala, sus-
pected perpetrator of the terrorist attacks on
the U.S. mission in Benghazi, Libya, on Sep-
tember 11, 2012. He also referred to the Is-
lamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) ter-
rorist organization. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of these remarks.

Remarks at the University of Nebraska Omaha in Omaha, Nebraska

January 13, 2016

The President. Hello, Omaha! Thank you!
Oh! Thank you. Thank you. Well, thank you so
much. Thank you, Omaha. That’s so nice,
thank you. Well, thank you so much. Go Mav-
ericks! This is quite a place you got here. It’s
still got the new arena smell. [Laughter] A per-
fect spot for your hockey team to stage another
run to the Frozen Four.

I want to start off by thanking Lisa for the
wonderful introduction and her hospitality in
her living room. Give her a big round of ap-
plause. She did a great job. Before I came here
I stopped over at Lisa’s place, with her hus-
band and her 1-year-old. And he was fired up
and ready to go. [Laughter] He was bouncing
around, and I was getting tired just watching
him. [Laughter]

I also want to thank Dr. Hank Bounds, the
President of the University of Nebraska; Dr.
John Christensen, Chancellor here at UNO.
We've got Lieutenant Governor Mike Foley
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here; your former Senator, Ben Nelson; your
Congressman, Brad Ashford. And all of you are
here. This is a pretty good crowd!

Audience member. Love you!

The President. I love you back. I do. I do. I
do. This is so nice. What a wonderful welcome.
Those of you who have seats, though, feel free
to sit down. It’s okay. [Laughter] But if you
want to stay standing, that’s fine too.

Last night I gave my final State of the Union
Address. And I promised that it was going to
be shorter, and then it ended up just being,
like, I think, a minute shorter. [Laughter] So,
technically, it was shorter, but it wasn’t, like, as
short as I was planning. But today I'm definite-
ly going to be shorter.

Audience members. No!

The President. Yes. No, the—[laughter]. But
whenever I give a State of the Union, I want to
get out of Washington and talk to people out in
the country. And so the first place I decided to



visit was Omaha. Part of the reason I wanted to
come here is I've got a lot of friends, like Brad
and others, and I had not been here in a while.
So the last time I was here for an event in
Omaha was 2008. And that year, in the prima-
ry, I won the Nebraska caucus. And there were
people—I saw some signs—who called the city
“Obamaha.”

And then, in November of 2008, Joe Biden
and I won one electoral vote here, which
was—I was pretty excited about. And then, 4
years later, I got whupped all across this State.
[Laughter] It was not pretty. It was not pretty.
But I love Nebraska anyway. There’s some-
thing about the Midwest and its people and the
way that folks pull together and the degree to
which, in this State, the kind of politics I talked
about last night has always been there. There’s
a civility and people treating each other with
respect.

And so that’s part of the reason why I want-
ed to come back here today, because as I said
last night, America is at its best when we see
each other as one people: not Democrat first,
not Republican first, but Americans first.
That’s our priority.

And that’s harder to do during political sea-
son. I understand that. And you hear a bunch
of folks right across the river—[laughter]—and
I don’t know if the TV ads drift over here—
[laughter]—but theyre kind of depressing.
[Laughter] I mean, I was—I like talking about
hope and all the good stuff that was going on,
and then you look at some of these ads, and it’s
some doom and some gloom. [Laughter]

Audience member. Four more years!

The President. 1t's like everybody is running
around and saying America is in decline, and
everything is scary, and let’s find somebody to
blame. And the point I wanted to make, the
core thing I wanted to say last night was, that’s
not the spirit that brought America so far.
That’s not how we traveled so far. And it’s not
what I see every day. That’s not what I see in
communities and neighborhoods all across this
country.

Now, what’s true is, we're all living through
a time of extraordinary change, and that’s al-
ways a little bit unsettling. And that’s what Lisa
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wrote to me about—at 4 a.m., which I wanted
to tell Lisa, you should get some sleep. [Laugh-
ter] But when you have a l-year-old, that’s
what happens. [Laughter] But you heard Lisa
talk about, she was wondering whether the
world she grew up in would be just as prosper-
ous and secure for her new baby as it was for
her.

But I want everybody to remember, Ameri-
ca has been through big changes before. And
each time, we overcame our fears, and we
overcame our challenges. Each time, we made
change work for us. And each time, we
emerged stronger and better than we were be-
fore. That’s what we do as Americans. I mean,
we go through war and depression and all
kinds of social and economic changes, but each
time, we've ended up better than we were be-
fore.

Now, here’s the thing, progress is not inevi-
table. You've got to work for it—somebody is
stealing my lines up here. [Laughter] It’s the
result of the choices that we have to make to-
gether. And we’ve got to make some choices.
Do we respond to these changes with fear and
do we turn on each other, or do we face the fu-
ture with confidence in who we are and what
we stand for and all the incredible things we
can get done together?

So I just want to repeat the four big ques-
tions that I think we have to answer as a coun-
try. And this is true whether you're a Demo-
crat, whether you're Republican. You should
think about—and we have to have good an-
swers for—these four questions, regardless of
who’s President, regardless of who controls
Congress.

Number one, how do we make sure that this
new economy works for everybody and not just
some people? That’s question number one.
Number two, a related question: How do we
make sure that the spirit of innovation is used
to solve some of our biggest challenges? Num-
ber three, how do we keep America safe and
lead the world without becoming the world’s
policeman? Number four, and maybe most im-
portant, is how do we have a politics that re-
flects the best in us and not the worst?
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So, on the economy, the first thing I try to
remind people is, is think about where we were
7 years ago. We were—Dbecause people forget,
and some of you were in grade school, and I
had no gray hair. [Laughter] So just to refresh
your memory here for a second, we were in the
worst economic crisis of our lifetimes. I was
going back to look at my first State of the
Union Address, where I had to basically re-
mind everybody that the money in their banks
were safe. I had to tell folks that that was—that
it was going to be okay. That's how fragile
things were.

But to paraphrase something that a friend of
mine—who, T guess, people know around
here—named Warren Buffett once said, no
one ever benefited by betting against America.
And because of the grit and the resilience of
the American people, because of hard work,
because businesses got going, and because,
frankly, we made some pretty good policy deci-
sions, we now have the strongest, most durable
economy in the world.

We're in the midst of the longest streak of
private sector job creation in history: 14 million
new jobs, around 40,000 right here in Omaha
and the surrounding areas. Our national unem-
ployment rate has been cut in half; it’s down to
5 percent. It’s below 3 percent here in Nebras-
ka. So our starting point has to be, things are
not terrible if your unemployment rate is at 5,
and here in Omabha, it’s below 3.

Now, that does not mean that things haven’t
been changing in profound ways. And that’s al-
so what I had to talk about. Look, it’s changed
to the point where even folks who have jobs,
and even when the economy is growing, it’s
harder for hard-working families to pull them-
selves out of poverty. It’s harder for young peo-
ple to start out on their careers, especially if
they've got too much student loan debt. It’s
tougher for workers to retire when they want
to. And there’s more inequality, and upward
mobility has stalled. And that offends our fun-
damental American belief that anybody who
works hard can get ahead.

So people agree that real opportunity in the
new economy requires everybody gets a great
education and the training they need to land a
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good job. And we've been working on that.
Over the past 7 years, we've increased early
childhood education; we've boosted high
school graduation rates. We’'ve—we're training
and graduating more engineers and folks in
other fields that we need to grow the economy.
And—Dbut we’ve got to build on that progress.

We've got to create opportunity for every
child, which means pre-K for everybody. It
means hands-on computer classes and math
classes for the jobs of the future. It means we
should recruit and support and lift up great
teachers who are doing great things for our
kids. And it means that no student should be
priced out of a college education or loaded up
with crippling debt.

So one of the things—I didn’t try to list all
the proposals I would like to see happen this
year. That’s why you go to the website: white-
house.gov—{laughter]—which now works, I
promise. [Laughter] But we should guarantee
2 years of community college at no cost for ev-
ery responsible student. That's what real op-
portunity looks like in the new economy.

And then, once we've made sure everybody
has a great education, as folks move through-
out their lives, we’ve got to pair real opportuni-
ty with real security. Basic benefits should be
just as mobile as everything else is today.

I was talking to Lisa’s dad and mom. They
were there, and mostly they just wanted to talk
about their adorable 1-year-old grandson.
[Laughter] But they've been married for 44
years. And dad had worked at a company that
produces cement and ships it around the coun-
try, and he had worked there for 40 years, and
he’s still working there. And mom had been a
nurse, and she’d retired. But that kind of ca-
reer path, where somebody is at one place for
that long, with good benefits, that—pension,
health care—that’s not going to be the pattern
for most of the young people who are here to-
day.

And so the idea is, how do we make sure
that even if you're in this new economy where
you're changing jobs, you're retraining, you're
starting your own business, you have some ba-
sic security? And that’s what the Affordable
Care Act, by the way, is all about. That’s what



it’s all about. The goal wasn’t to replace em-
ployer-based care. If you've got health care on
the job, that’s great. But if you lose your job or
you have to go back to school or you want to
start a new business or you're starting a new
job and you've got a preexisting condition, you
should have health care options. You should
have health care options.

The same is true for some of the other pro-
grams that we have that haven’t been adapted
to this new economy. So I mentioned unem-
ployment insurance right now. When folks lose
their jobs, unemployment insurance right now
is not available for a lot of folks who had been
working part time or were temporary workers.
And if you take a job that doesn’t pay as much,
sometimes, you get penalized. There should be
a system of wage insurance so that you can still
pay the bills and make up some of the differ-
ence as you transition into a new career.

And if we update the unemployment insur-
ance system, that will encourage more folks to
retrain for new, better paying jobs. And when
they change jobs, you should be able to save
for your retirement even though you didn’t
stay in one job for 30 years. There should be a
way for you to take your retirement savings
with you.

So, now, having said all that, somebody here
said folks need bigger paychecks. And part of
what’s happened in this new economy is work-
ers, frankly, just have less leverage, because
companies move more. It means that they can
offshore, they can move to a new State. It
means that a lot of times they're under more
severe competition. And that gets a lot of folks
frustrated.

But part of what I've been concerned about
as I've been listening to some of the political
rhetoric is, let’s make sure that we don’t blame
people who had nothing to do with the fact
that wages aren’t growing. Let’s try to solve the
problem, but not misidentify the problem.

So, for example, let's agree that working
families will not get a bigger paycheck by us
eliminating all the reforms that we made on
Wall Street or by letting Big Oil and hedge
funds make their own rules. That’s not going to
help working families.
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Now, as I said last night, families on food
stamps did not cause the financial crisis. We've
got to reform our broken immigration system,
but immigrants are not the reason wages ha-
ven't gone up. Those decisions were made in
boardrooms around the country. You guys ar-
en’t the ones who were—I don’t think you've
got offshore accounts that allow you to dodge
paying your taxes. [Laughter] If you do, then
the IRS wants to talk about you. Might want
to—{laughter].

But in this new economy, I believe workers,
startups, small businesses, they need more of a
voice, more of a say, not less. The rules should
work for working Americans. And I'm going to
spend some of the time this year lifting up a lot
of companies who figured out if they pay good
wages, provide good benefits, treat their cus-
tomers well, are environmentally responsible,
they can also make really good profits. And it’s
good for everybody. It's good for their share-
holders and customers and communities.

And a lot of our best corporate citizens are
our most creative. Which brings me to the sec-
ond question that I raised yesterday: How do
we make sure that we continue to be an inno-
vation economy, and how do we use innovation
to meet some of our biggest challenges?

Some of you heard me talk about our space
program. Sixty years ago, the Russians beat us
to space. And how did we respond? We didn’t
go, “Oh, my God, America is in decline, and
we’re doomed.” [Laughter] We didn’t say, “Ab,
that’s not actually a spaceship up there, that’s a
comet.” [Laughter] We didn’t argue about the
science, we didn’t shrink our R&D budget. We
built a space program almost overnight.
Twelve years later, we were walking on the
Moon. Right?

I think my favorite movie last year was “The
Martian.” And I like space, but there was one
line Matt Damon delivered where he said, I'm
just going to science the heck out of this.
[Laughter] He didn’t say “heck,” but you get
the point. [Laughter] But that’s the American
spirit, right? “Okay, let’s solve the problem.”
Sometimes, they're tough problems, but we
can figure this out. We can figure this out.
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That’s the spirit we need today. That’s why I
put Joe Biden in charge of us figuring out how
to cure cancer. He’s working with scientists
and doctors, and obviously, with families
who’ve been affected, because he knows what
they’ve gone through.

That’s why we've got to make sure that
American businesses produce and sell the en-
ergy of the future. We should keep pressing
forward with the clean energies that’s going to
be creating new jobs for decades to come and
transition from dirty energy. We shouldn’t be
subsidizing the past, we should invest in the fu-
ture. That puts us ahead of the curve.

And that’s how we’re going to keep leading
the world to combat climate change and pro-
tect this planet, Lisa’s son, your kids, and your
grandkids. There’s nothing more important
than making sure that future generations are
able to enjoy the incredible bounty that God’s
given us.

Third question: How do we keep America
safe and strong without either isolating our-
selves or trying to nation-build all over the
world?

Audience member. Keeping you as Presi-
dent!

The President. Oh, well, I can’t do that. I can’t
do that because of the Constitution. And I can’t do
that because Michelle would kill me. [Laughter]

But look, just as all this talk about how the
American economy is terrible is just not true,
it’s also not true when you hear folks talking
about how America is so weak. We aren’t just
the strongest economy in the world, we are far
and away the most powerful nation on the
planet. Nobody can match our troops. Nobody
can match what we can do to mobilize to solve
problems around the world.

And when I said that, by the way, last night,
it was strange that some in the Chamber didn’t
agree and applaud with that. T mean, that’s
kind of a weird thing. I didn’t say that it’s the
strongest in the world because of me. I mean, I
understand why they wouldn’t want to give me
credit for it—which is true. [Laughter] It’s be-
cause the United States of America, for 250,
you know, years—[laughter]—has been work-
ing to make us the strongest.
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But that should not be a controversial state-
ment, right? I mean, we can all clap about that.
But that’s how crazy our politics has gotten
sometimes. Right? That’s how crazy our poli-
tics has gotten, where we now feel obliged to
not root for America doing good.

So when you hear people peddling this fic-
tion about our enemies getting stronger,
America getting weaker; when you hear folks
say we can solve challenges just by looking
meaner and talking tougher or carpet bombing
wherever we want—that’s just hot air. It’s blus-
ter. It’s not serious. [Applause] It’s not serious.
There’s another word for it that starts with a
“B”—it’s baloney. [Laughter]

Now, because we're the strongest nation,
we've got choices to make about how we use
our power. Priority number one is protecting
the American people and going after terrorist
networks. That’s what we’re doing with ISIL.
And for more than a year, America has led a
coalition of more than 60 countries. We're cut-
ting off their financing. We’re disrupting their
plots. We're stopping the flow of terrorist
fighters. We're stamping out their ideology.
We've had 10,000 airstrikes. We're taking out
their leadership, their oil, their training camps,
their weapons. And they will learn the same
lesson that terrorists before them have learned,
which is when you come after Americans, we
go after you. And it may take time, but our
reach has no limits, and we will get you. [Ap-
plause] We'll get you.

But our foreign policy has to also have judg-
ment and wisdom. And we can’t try to take
over and rebuild every country that falls into a
crisis. So what I suggested last night is, we have
to have a patient and disciplined strategy. It’s
got to use every element of our national power.
It says America will always act, alone if neces-
sary, to protect our people and our allies. But
on a lot of world problems, from climate
change to Ebola to Iran trying to get a nuclear
weapon, we’ll mobilize the world to work with
us, and we make sure other countries pull their
own weight so we’re not ending up sending our
troops and spending our money every time
there’s a problem around the world. That’s not
a lack of leadership, that's common sense.



That’s how we led 200 nations to forge the
most ambitious agreement in history to fight
climate change. That’s how we’ve gotten Iran
to roll back its nuclear program. They're ship-
ping out their nuclear materials right now.

That’s how we dealt with the Ebola crisis.
Our troops, our doctors, our development
workers—all outstanding, great courage—they
set up the logistics in West Africa so that other
countries could then come in. You had Chi-
nese planes who couldn’t land before, because
of our military setting up the landing strip,
could then come in and support the effort to
stamp out the spread of Ebola.

And we couldn’t be prouder of the doctors
and nurses, including here at the University of
Nebraska Medical Center, who heroically
treated and cared for patients. They saved lives
not just here, but their courage saved lives
around the world, because they showed that,
you know what, we can deal with this. It’s a
problem; it’s serious. We're going to “science
the heck out of it.” [Laughter] And as a conse-
quence, hundreds of thousands, maybe mil-
lions of people’s lives were saved. That’s how
America leads. That’s the strength of our val-
ues. That’s the power of our example.

And that’s why we have to reject any poli-
tics—any politics—that targets people because
of their race or their religion. That we have to
reject. [Applause] That we have to reject. That
we’ve got no room for.

And I want to be clear about this. This is not
about being politically correct. Now, since I'm
on a college campus, I'll tell you, sometimes, I
understand the argument about political cor-
rectness. There are times where folks don’t
want to hear something and they just shut
things down. If somebody doesn’t agree with
affirmative action, that’s a legitimate policy dif-
ference. That doesn’t mean they're racist. If
somebody has a disagreement about my eco-
nomic policies, we can have a discussion about
that. There should never be a situation on col-
lege campuses, for example, where people
can’t speak at all. Right? The First Amend-
ment is important. The First Amendment is
valuable. So we do have to be cautious about
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suggesting that anytime somebody says some-
thing, we shut them down.

But let me say this. That doesn’t mean that
you go around insulting people and thinking
that that is clever, or that is being honest, or
telling it straight. No, that’s just being offen-
sive. And that’s feeding some of our worst im-
pulses. And that does not make us strong. That
doesn’t make us strong. And that doesn’t help
us fight terrorism, by the way.

When politicians insult Muslims, including
Muslim Americans—including Muslim Ameri-
cans who are in uniform, fighting on our be-
half—when a mosque is vandalized or a kid is
bullied, that doesn’t make us safer. It doesn’t
make us safer. The overwhelming majority of
Muslim Americans and Muslims around the
world, they’re our greatest allies in fighting this
scourge of terrorism. So it doesn’t make us
stronger. It doesn’t help the effort. It is wrong.
And it betrays who we are as a country: one
people, who rise and fall together.

And that is—and when I think back to the
arc of my entire political career, that’s one
thing that I believe more firmly than anything:
the fact that we are in this together. That’s
what makes America great.

Brad—on the flight over here, Brad was tell-
ing me about his grandfather. So his grandfa-
ther was from Sweden. And there—here in the
Midwest, we've got some folks of Swedish ex-
traction. [Laughter] And he was telling me
about how his grandfather helped to set up an
organization that was pretty well known at the
time, back in the thirties and forties, that was
critical in fighting anti-Semitism and helping to
bring Jews who were escaping Hitler and Nazi
Germany. And I thought about Brad’s grandfa-
ther as just one example of all the stories in the
history of this country that have made us the
envy of the world, that have made us that
“shining city on a hill.”

It’s not just that we’ve got a big military. It’s
not just that we’'ve got a great economy. It’s
that, in fits and starts, we figured out that if you
treat everybody with respect and you give ev-
erybody a shot and everybody is working to-
gether, everybody is better off, everybody is

stronger, everybody’s religion is protected.
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Everybody’s point of view is heard. And that’s
what we have to remember.

And that’s the last question that we have to
answer and the most important one: How do
we infuse those principles into our politics?
And T said this yesterday, and I meant it. I have
really enjoyed being President, and I'm going
to squeeze every last thing I can get out of it
over this next year. But look, probably my only
big regret is that our parties are even more po-
larized, our politics are even more rancorous
than they were 7 years ago. Now, I'm going to
keep on trying to do better to see if T can help
break the fever here. But it’s not going to hap-
pen unless the American people send a clear
message to their elected officials that that’s not
the kind of politics we want.

And there are some—and I can—{ap-
plause]. Look, T can say this as somebody who
is never going to be on the ballot again—
[laughter]—there are some institutional things
we've got to fix. I think we have to end political
gerrymandering, so that Congressmen aren’t
choosing their own voters. Because that divides
people. If you've got a congressional district
that’s 80-percent Democrat or 80-percent Re-
publican, then you don’t feel obliged to talk to
people who don’t agree with you, and that’s a
problem.

I think we have to end the just crazy
amounts of money, much of it hidden, that is in
our political system right now.

I believe that there should not be a single
State in which we’re making it harder for peo-
ple to vote instead of easier. That doesn’t make
any sense. [—we’re not supposed to be a na-
tion in which we discourage people from par-
ticipating. This country works by encouraging
people to have a voice in their government,
which means that one of the things that 'm go-
ing to do over the course of this year is talk
about why is it that we should have a single
mom who’s got—a nurse, let’s say, just like Li-
sa’s mom was—she might have to take public
transportation, get up early, go to her job, fix
breakfast, now she’s got to pick up the kid or
drop off the kid, come home. And she’s got to
vote on a Tuesday. Why wouldn’t we want to
make it so that she’s got a little more time to
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vote? Why are we making it impossible for
her?

And a lot of States are doing it. A lot of
States are doing it. But that’s how it should be
in every State. Because none of these things
that T just talked about can happen just by a
President saying so—any President. Whoever
replaces me is not going to be able to get all
that done unless the American people demand
it; when we as citizens demand it.

That’s what I said back in 2008. I didn’t say,
“Yes, I can,” I said “Yes, we can.” I asked you
not to believe in my ability to bring about
change, T asked to believe in your ability to
bring about change.

And as T said last night, I know it’s hard.
Sometimes, it’s frustrating. But if we don’t ac-
cept that responsibility and that privilege of
citizenship and we accept the cynicism that
says, ah, change can’t happen, and politics is
pointless, and our voices and our actions don’t
matter, then we're going to forsake a better fu-
ture, and the void will be filled by folks with
money and power and special interests. And
they’re going to gain more and more control
over decisions about whether young people are
being sent to war. They will be unfettered in
pursuing policies that might lead to another
economic crisis. They might roll back rights
that generations of American fought to secure.

And then, when people get more and more
frustrated because things don’t change, you
start hearing voices that urge us to fall back in-
to our respective tribes and start scapegoating
our fellow citizens: people who don’t look like
us or pray like us or vote like we do or share
the same background. We can’t go down that
path.

So, Omaha, whatever you believe—whether
you are a Democrat or a Republican or you
don’t believe in political parties, whether you
supported me or you didn’t—our collective fu-
ture depends on your willingness to uphold
your obligation as citizens: to vote and to speak
out and to stand up for others, especially those
who are vulnerable, especially those who need
help, knowing that we are only here because
somebody else did that for us. That’s how all of
us are here.



And when we do that, we will see the good-
ness and the decency and the optimism of peo-
ple like Lisa reflecting itself in Washington.
That’s what were fighting for.

And I know it’s there because I see it in the
American people every day. I see it every day. I
see it in all the students—first-generation col-
lege students—working hard and scrimping
and saving and eating ramen—{laughter]—and
then eating some more ramen, just to get
ahead. And you've got teachers like Lisa, who
come in early and are helping young people
cultivate a passion or master a new skill that
can change their lives. And then, you've got
parents who are volunteering at local schools,
not just to help out their own kids, but to help
out their neighborhood’s kids. And folks coach-
ing Little League. And businesses who are do-
ing the right thing by their employees. And
folks who are fighting on our behalf halfway
around the world and their families who are
sacrificing alongside them. And folks working
to help our veterans after they've been served.
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Big-hearted, optimistic people, they’re every-
where: in coffee shops and churches all across
Nebraska and in Louisiana and in New York
and in Arizona and every place else. Folks
whose spirit has built America.

That’s why I'm hopeful about our future: be-
cause of you, the American people. Because of
folks like all of you, I am absolutely confident
that we're going to get to where we need to go
and America will remain the greatest country
on Earth.

Thank you, everybody. God bless you. God
bless Nebraska.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:32 p.m. in
Baxter Arena. In his remarks, he referred to
Papillion, NE, resident Lisa Martin, her hus-
band Jeff Martin, their son Cooper, and her
parents Ora and Rebecca Hutchinson; and
Warren E. Buffett, chief executive officer and
chairman, Berkshire Hathaway Inc. He also re-
ferred to the Islamic State of Iraq and the Le-
vant (ISIL) terrorist organization.

Remarks and a Question-and-Answer Session at a Town Hall Meeting at
McKinley Senior High School in Baton Rouge, Louisiana

January 14, 2016

The President. Hello, Louisiana! Hello, Ba-
ton Rouge! Geaux Tigers! For those of you
who are not aware, that’s a “geaux” with an “x.”
I've got it.

Can everybody give Che a big round of ap-
plause? We are—we could not be more proud
of her. T was backstage; I asked her, “Are you
nervous?” She said, “No, I've got this.” [Laugh-
ter] “I'm fine.” That is a serious leader of the
future. And we are so proud of her. And I want
to thank everybody at McKinley for hosting us
today.

There are a couple of people I want to make
sure we acknowledge. Your mayor, Kip Hold-
en, is in the house. [Applause] There he is.
We've got Congressman Cedric Richmond
here, who'’s got a really cute little boy. [Laugh-
ter] And New Orleans Mayor and great friend
of mine, Mitch Landrieu is in the house, whose
son is not so little, but it—looks pretty cool.

[Laughter] T want to congratulate your new
Governor who'’s going to do outstanding work.
John Bel Edwards is in the house and his lovely
family. We are so grateful to have them here.

Since LSU has a pretty good sports team—
sports teams, historically, I thought I might
mention you've got an okay basketball player
named Ben Simmons in the house, so—[ap-
plausel—who, he—his dad played in Australia
with my Secretary of Education, Arne Duncan.
So they can hoop. But I think they would both
acknowledge that Ben is better. [Laughter]
And it’s wonderful to have him here.

Now, it is my intention not to give a long
speech, because this is sort of a town hall. I
want to spend a little time having a conversa-
tion with all of you. And—but I do want to
make mention of what your incoming Gover-
nor is already doing. He is already delivering
for the people of Louisiana. This week, he took
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the bold and wise step to expand Medicaid to
cover hundreds of thousands of hard-working
Louisianans, providing them with the financial
security of health care. It was the right thing to
do. And by the way, it will actually help the
State’s finances. And it shows you why elec-
tions matter.

And right now we're hoping to encourage
more States to do the right thing. One of the
ways we're doing that is proposing additional
funding to support new States that choose, as
John did, to expand Medicaid. So I'm very—
I'm just so proud of him, and I'm confident
that he’s going to do great work. [Applause]
He’s going to do great work. And everybody
here needs to get behind him because it’s not
going to be easy. He’s coming in a little like T
came in, sort of, got to clean up some stuff.

Now, I love Louisiana. I love Baton Rouge,
but this is the first time I've been here as Pres-
ident. I've been trying to pack all my fun trips
into my last year. And although I missed the
Tigers beating Ole Miss last night, maybe T'll
come back for football season.

Some of you know I gave my final State of
the Union Address this week. 1 focused on the
fact that we're going through a time of extraor-
dinary change. And that’s unsettling. It can
seem sometimes, especially during political sea-
son, where everybody is running around saying,
“Oh, everything is terrible, and let’s find some-
body to blame,” that our politics won’t meet the
moment. But what I want folks to know—that’s
right, if you have a chair, go ahead and sit
down. [Laughter] If you don’t have a chair,
don’t sit down. [Laughter] I don’t want you fall-
ing down. Good thing—whoever the first one
was who did that, you're a leader. [Laughter]

Audience member. We love you!

The President. Love you back. Thank you.

But what I want people to know is, is that
we've been through big changes before. And
America always comes out stronger and better,
as long as we make decisions together that are
designed to seize the future instead of run
away from it. And we’re uniquely positioned to
do that. We've got the strongest economy in
the world. We’ve gone through the worst eco-
nomic crisis of our lifetime, and we have
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bounced back with 14 million new jobs, cut the
unemployment rate in half. We’re the most
powerful country on Earth, capable of meeting
any threat. Our commitment to science and
education and entrepreneurship and our diver-
sity make us a perfect match for what’s needed
in this new century.

But our progress is not inevitable. So we’ve
got to answer some big questions. Number
one, how do we make sure that we create an
economy where everybody is benefiting, every-
body feels secure, everybody has a shot at suc-
cess, not just some? That’s question number
one. Question number two: How do we make
sure we've got an innovation economy and we
embrace science and reason and facts, instead
of running away from it? Number three, how
do we make sure that we keep America safe,
not through trying to talk tough, but by being
smart? Number four, how do we make sure
our politics works, not in a way where every-
body agrees—because in a big country like
ours, people aren’t going to agree on every-
thing—but so that it is civil and so that it is
constructive and so that we can work together
to find solutions to the problems that are not
just going to face us, but our kids and our
grandkids? All right?

Now, I tried to give you a sense of how I
think we need to answer those questions going
forward, but I promised I wasn’t going to talk
long because I want to have a chance to hear
from you. I just want to make this point. We're
pretty close to New Orleans, and I had a
chance to go back and travel with Mitch as we
were commemorating the anniversary of Ka-
trina. And if you have any doubt about Ameri-
ca’s capacity to overcome anything, you just
visit some of those neighborhoods, and you talk
to some of those families, and you see the busi-
nesses that are thriving and the homes that
have been built and the parishes that have
pulled together.

And it’s just a reminder of the fact that when
we work together, we cannot be stopped. We
cannot be stopped. We work best as a team.
And it is my ardent hope that, during the
course of this year, as long as I have this ex-
traordinary privilege to be your President, that



I'm going to be able to encourage more and
more of you to get involved and feel that opti-
mism and confidence about where America is
headed. All right?

So with that, let’s start this conversation.
And we—Ilet me say this. We've got mikes in
the audience. And we're going to go boy, girl,
boy, girl, so it’s fair. [Laughter]

Audience member. [Inaudible]l—girl, boy,
girl, boy.

The President. And—or girl, boy, girl, boy.
That’s fine. See—[laughter].

Audience member. Girl, girl, girl!

The President. [Laughter] She said, “Girl,
girl, girl.” Now, that’s not fair. [Laughter]
Come on. [Laughter]

So what I'm going to do is, people just raise
their hands, I will call on you. A couple things:
Wait until the mike gets there. Number two,
introduce yourself so we know who you are.
Number three, if you keep your question rela-
tively—or comment relatively short, then my
response, I can’t guarantee I'll keep it short,
but I'll keep it shorter. And that way, we have a
chance to hear from more people. All right?

Okay, so let’s see who’s going to go first.
Where’s my mike? Here we go. All right, I'll—
let's see. This is a good-looking crowd too.
I'm—oh, I don’t know who to call on. That
young lady right there in the brown jacket.
Right there. Yes, you.

Q. I want to ask you—my name is Rachel

The President. Okay, hold on. Wait for the
mike. You didn’t follow instructions. You're al-
ready—[laughter]—careful. ~ Careful. ~ She
didn’t go to McKinley, is that what happened?

Q. No, I didn’t. [Laughter]

The President. All right, go ahead, go ahead.

Q. My name is Rachel. I'm from Texas. And
my question—I don’t have one—I just wanted
to tell you thank you.

The President. Oh, okay, well, that’s sweet.
[Laughter] All right, the—well, she just—she
didn’t really have a question, so I'm going to go
back to—I'm going to go to this young lady
right here in the black-and-white jacket. Right
there. Hold on a second. The mike is coming
to you. It’s just that we're so packed in, it may
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take—you can go ahead and pass her the mike.

She looks like she’ll give it back.
The President’s Plans After Leaving Office

Q. Hi, Mr. President. My name is Jasmine
Elliott, and I am a 10th grade cheerleader here
at McKinley High School.

The President. Yay, all right! Go Panthers!

Q. And I love you—me and my family love
you so much. And I want to thank you.

The President. Oh, that’s sweet.

Q. And as a future broadcast journalist, I
would like to ask you two questions.

The President. Okay.

Q. My first question is: What are your plans
to do when you leave office?

The President. Okay.

Q. And can you please give my grandmother
a hug? [Laughter]

The President. See, now first of all, I know
your grandma put you up to that. [Laughter]
So I will give your grandma a hug because you
did such a nice job asking the question.

In terms of my plans, look, I've got so much
work to do this next year that, I—Michelle and
I, we haven’t had a chance to really step back
and think about it. But as I said at the State of
Union, when I get out, I'm still holding the
most important job in a democracy, and that is
the office of citizen. So I will continue to work
on the things that Michelle and I care so deep-
ly about. We want to encourage young people
to get involved. We want to improve education.
We want to make sure that our criminal justice
system works the way it should. We want to
make sure that we are promoting science edu-
cation and learning. So—we want to work in-
ternationally to help other countries develop.

So we're going to have a busy agenda, but
I'm not overthinking that right now because
I've got a whole bunch of stuff to do between
now and next year. All right? But thank you for
the question.

All right, it’s a gentleman’s turn. This man,
because he’s got such a sharp bowtie. Right
here. Yes, all right. Go ahead.

Q. Good morning.

The President. Good morning.

Q. This is a pleasure, sir.
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The President. Thank you.

Political Polarization/Political Participation/Bi-
partisanship/Criminal Justice Reform/Tax Re-
form

Q. My name Tremaine Sterling. I'm from
Baton Rouge, Louisiana. Through your entire
two terms as President, what would be your
biggest regret and why?

The President. 1 think that is a great question.
Although, had you been watching my State of the
Union on Tuesday—{laughter]—he might have
known that I actually already answered that ques-
tion. [Laughter] But that’s okay. I'm sure there
was a good ballgame on that night. [Laughter]

No, what I told the country—except for
you—[laughter]—was that my biggest regret
was the fact that politics has become more ran-
corous during my Presidency and more polar-
ized than it was when I came in. And keep in
mind, when I ran, my belief was that there
were no red States and blue States. There
wasn’t a Black or White or Latino America.
There was a United States of America. And
that continues to be my belief.

Now, I have, as President, obviously done
soul searching about, what are things I could
do differently to help bridge some of those di-
vides? I think part of it had to with when I
came in we had a real emergency and we had
to act quickly. And people in Washington
sometimes weren’t always as focused on get-
ting the job done as they were, how is this go-
ing to position us for future elections?

And—Dbut I—as I said at the State of Union,
I have no doubt that there are things I could
have done better. But what I also say is that,
this is not something a President can do by
him- or herself. When it comes to how we
work together, the main impetus for a better
politics is going to be the American people.
They have to demand it.

And so if we have voters who are not getting
involved, then the people who tend to deter-
mine the agenda are the special interests or
money or power or the loudest voices or the
most polarizing voices, because a lot of folks—
some of the best people—they’re just sitting at
home. And they're getting cynical about poli-
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tics, and they don’t get involved. And then, the
people who do get involved end up being the
folks who aren’t willing to work together.

It’s important for voters to insist that their
elected officials are strong on principle, but al-
so are willing to compromise with people who
don’t agree with them. And if you punish an
elected official for even talking to the other
side, then it’s going to produce the kind of pol-
itics that we have seen in Washington too of-
ten.

So this is an area where I regret. I'm going
to keep on working at it, try to see what more
we can do to reach across the aisle to get things
done. I said on Tuesday that I think at the end
of last year, maybe we surprised the cynics by
getting a budget done. And we extended tax
cuts for working families that were due to ex-
pire. And we were able to continue funding for
transportation. I know that your mayor was
talking about how the interstate here narrows,
and we may need to do something about it to
relieve some traffic. And those things are not
things that should be subject to a lot of Repub-
lican and Democratic argument. Maybe that’s
something that we can carry over into this year.

One area, for example, that there’s been
genuine bipartisan interest and support is the
idea that we’ve got to reform our criminal jus-
tice system; that we have to be tough on violent
crime, but also be smart when we think about,
how can we prevent young people from getting
into the criminal justice system in the first
place? How can we provide alternatives for
low-level, nonviolent drug offenders? How can
we make sure that the sentencing is propor-
tional? How do we make sure that we’re train-
ing folks while they're incarcerated to get a
skill that would allow them to be gainfully em-
ployed? How do we make sure that when they
are released that there is a transition process
for them? How do we lift up all the outstand-
ing employers who are willing to give people
second chances? So there’s a whole slew of
work that we could be doing there.

And it—to their credit, we've seen some
very conservative Republicans and some very
liberal Democrats sitting down at the table and



trying to work it out. And that’s an example of
where we see some promise.

Another area is—and I mentioned this at
the State of the Union—some of you have
heard of the earned-income tax credit. Now,
this is a program historically that is supported
by Democrats and Republicans. And it’s a
pretty simple idea. If you work, you shouldn’t
be in poverty. And so we should provide tax
breaks to low-income working families so that
they don’t say, “I might as well just be on wel-
fare because T'll get more benefits than if I'm
working.”

Well, the earned-income tax credit creates
an incentive to say, you work hard, you're
working full time, but it’s, say, a minimum-
wage job, we're going to give you a chance, if
you've got kids, to raise that income level, get a
tax break.

The problem is that it does not apply to indi-
viduals without children. And that means a lot
of men in that category don’t benefit and
young people don’t benefit. And one of the
things we've been talking about is, if we ex-
pand that to reach workers who don’t have
children but are also working hard and are in
poverty, that could be helpful.

And these are areas where Cedric—who
has—he’s been a leader on criminal justice re-
form. He’s working on this as well. I know that
Mitch has been doing great work when it
comes to the criminal justice system in New
Orleans. These are the kinds of areas where
just common sense can prevail if we've all got a
spirit of trying to solve problems instead of just
winning elections. Okay? All right.

Okay, it's a young lady’s turn. Okay. You
know what, I'm going to call on that little
young lady right there. Yes. She’s in her dad-
dy’s lap. And my daughter—my oldest daugh-
ter is about to go to college next year. And I
can’t really talk about it a lot because I start to
cry. [Laughter]

Cancer Research
Q. My name is Noelle Remeny. And I'm in

the fourth grade, and I'm 10 years old. And do
you think there’s going to be a cure for cancer?
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The President. Well, there you go. Are you
interested in math and science?

Q. A little bit.

The President. A little bit? [Laughter] Well,
I tell you what, it’s going to be young people
like you that are going to help cure cancer. So
you better study up on your math and study up
on your science.

But T do think that we are seeing medical
breakthroughs right now that we have not seen
in my lifetime. Part of the reason is because—
some of you heard of the Human Genome
Project. What happens is that we're now able
to look at not just how cells work, but we’re ac-
tually able to track how individual DNA and
genetics operates. And when you do that, it
turns out that a cancer cell that I have may be
different than a cancer cell that John or some-
body else has and may require different cures.
And certain treatments might work better than
other treatments. And because we’re able to
get into the really nitty-gritty of how our bodies
work, in ways that we haven’t before, we're
starting to see more effective treatments.

But we have to make a big investment. And
my Vice President, Joe Biden, who I love, suf-
fered the kind of tragedy last year that is unbe-
lievable. And he managed it with grace. His
son Beau Biden was one of the finest men I
knew. And so I thought it was entirely appro-
priate for Joe Biden, who has seen this and
gone through it, to lead this effort like a Moon
launch. We're going to double down on medi-
cal research. We’re going to look at the best—
we’re going to gather the best researchers, the
best scientists, and we are going to go after this
thing.

It probably won’t be cured in my lifetime.
But I think it will be cured in yours. And that’s
why we’ve got to get started now. All right?

Okay, it is a gentleman’s turn. This gentle-
man back here. Right there. Yes, sir, the—you.
[Laughter] Hold on. The mike is coming. The
mike is coming.

First Lady Michelle Obama
Q. Mr. President, first of all, 'm Greg

Gavins. I'm the proud father of one of your
special, great Secret Service.
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The President. Outstanding.

Q. T have a question for you. Since you can’t
run again for another term, is there any way
that we as a group can talk the First Lady into
running?

The President. No. [Laughter] No, no, no.
No, no. '

Audience member. 1 know that’s right. I
know that’s right. [Laughter]

The President. Let me tell you, there are
three things that are certain in life. [Laughter]
Death, taxes, and Michelle is not running for
President. [Laughter] That I can tell you.

But you know what, the First Lady,
though—the work she’s done around reducing
childhood obesity, the work that she and Jill
Biden have done on military families and mak-
ing sure they get support, I could not be
prouder of her. And I am certain that she’s go-
ing to be really active as a First Lady.

Not only is she going to be a very young ex-
First Lady, but unlike me, she looks young.
[Laughter] 1 was looking at a wedding pic-
ture—actually, we found the old video from
our wedding. We've been married 23 years
now. And so my mother-in-law had been going
through some storage stuff and found the—our
wedding video. And T popped it in—and I look
like a teenager—and realized, boy, I sure have
aged. [Laughter]

Audience member. [Inaudible]

The President. I know that though. [Laugh-
ter] But Michelle looked—she looked identi-
cal. Looked identical.

Q. We're proud of her.

The President. Well, I'm proud of her too,
because most importantly, she’s been an unbe-
lievable mom, which is why my daughters
turned out so well.

So, all right, it is a young woman’s turn. This
young lady right here. Go ahead. Yes, you. Yes,
you've been raising your hand. [Laughter]
Okay. But hold on, mike is coming. Go ahead.

Environment/Climate Change
Q. Hi, my name is Imani Maxberry. I'm a

coastal environmental science major at LSU.
The President. Outstanding.
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Q. One, I want to say thank you for rejecting
the Keystone pipeline. And two, I want to ask:
While you've been in office, what environmen-
tal impact do you—what environmental issue
do you think has impacted you the most and
should be more brought to the public?

The President. Okay. The—that’s a great
question, and I'm proud that you're doing that
work. That’s important.

First of all, it's important for us to under-
stand how much environmental progress we’ve
made in my lifetime. And the reason is, some-
times, when we talk about the environment, it
sounds like something far away. But we don’t
realize—we don’t remember what we've ac-
complished already.

In the 1970s, in California, there would be
regular days where people did not go outside.
When Ronald Reagan was Governor in Cali-
fornia, there were regularly days where the
smog was so bad, it was like it is in Beijing now.
People just wouldn’t go outside. And if you had
asthma or some respiratory disease, you might
die.

I remember as recently as 1979, when I first
started college—TI started college in Los Ange-
les—and when I went running, the first week I
was there, after about 5 minutes, I'd start feel-
ing a burning in my chest. And it was just me
sucking in soot and smog. And now you go
there, and that smog isn’t there. And the rea-
son is because we instituted things like catalyt-
ic converters and unleaded gasoline. And we
changed the technologies to reduce smog.

It used to be that places like the Cuyahoga
River in—around Cleveland caught fire it was
so polluted. Caught fire. No, this is no joke.
And now you go there, and people are able to
use it. Same thing with the Chicago River.
Now people are kayaking and fishing.

And so the point is, is that we actually can
make progress when we make an effort be-
cause of our technology and our innovation.
And a lot—every time we've made—taken a
step to try to clean up our air or our water or
our environment, there are all kinds of people
who say this is going to kill jobs, we can’t afford
it, can’t do it, it’s going to cost too much. And
then, after we do it, we look back and say, you



know, that didn’t cost as much as we thought, it
happened quicker than we did. Our businesses
figured out how to do it and to make money
doing it at the same time. What a—that’s what
I mean when I say an innovation economy.
We've got to be confident about our ability to
solve any problem if we put our minds to it.

So now, the answer to your question right
now is, what I am very much concerned about
is climate change. And I—there are folks who
are still denying that this is a problem or that
we can do anything about it. Look, if 99 doc-
tors told you that you have diabetes—[laugh-
ter]—and you need to change your eating hab-
its and get some exercise and lose some weight,
you may decide not to do it because you're
stubborn. But don’t say they’re wrong because
the science in unsure. This is happening. And
by the way, if you live in Louisiana, you should
especially be concerned about this because you
are right next to some water that has a tenden-
cy to heat up, and that then creates hurricanes.
And as oceans ride, that means that the
amount of land that is getting gobbled up con-
tinuously in this State is shrinking—the land
mass—and it’s going to have an impact.

Now, we can build things, and we can fortify
things, and we can do things smarter, and we
can control how development happens, and we
can restore wetlands. All those things make a
difference. But ultimately, we've got to do
something about making sure that ocean levels
don’trise 4, 5, 6, 8 feet, because if they do, this
State is going to have some big problems—big-
ger problems.

So what we’ve done is, we've gotten togeth-
er with 200 other nations, American leader-
ship, to say all of us have to start bringing down
the carbon pollution that we send in the atmo-
sphere. And here in the United States, there
are two main ways we can do that. Number
one is our power plants; we've got to start using
cleaner energy. Number two, we’ve got to start
promoting solar and wind, which create jobs.
And we're a leader in this technology as long as
we start investing in it.

And that transition from old, dirty fuels to
clean fuels, that’s going to be tough. A lot of
people make money in the coal industry, for
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